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He Holy Scriptures aſſure us that it 

| is appointed unto men once to DIE, 

bat after this the FUDGMENT, when. 
we muſt all appear at Chriſt's Tribunal, ana 
according as we have be had d our ſelves here, 
we ſhall be conſigned to an Eternity either = 
of BLISS or WOE. Theſe Four laſt. 
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powerfully move 4 Man to forſake the mag 
of ſin, and walk in the paths of vertue, and 
conform himſelf to the Divine Will, than a 
conſtant Meditation on theſe things? To what © 
purpoſe ſhould any one endeavour to encreaſe_* 
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even in ſecret, where no Eye can ſee him; 
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ment, the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall be dif- 
cloſed, and all his moſt private actions be laid 
open before Men and Angels, and that he muſt 
» giveaftrift Account of all his Thoughts, Words 
2 Deeds, before the great Judge of all the 
Earth? Who would > ths: to drown himſelf | 
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ing Meditations into our Native. 
| Puage, notwithſtandins the multitutle ä 
other books thit have been written on the 
ſame Subject: For Men being general | 
orgetful of their Mortality, eſpecially in time 
of health and proſperity, there can rener be 
| monitions given, to put them al- 
remembrance of theſe things, al- 
they know them, already; 
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A long dark Night wilt al theWorld o Perfpread 7 
And 4 the rugged Paths of Death muſt pgread. 


But much more plainly doth daily Ex 
ence, and the Funerals we continually wc go 
byour 0 ad moniſh us of our Mortality a 

day every boar, ſhews that we are not hin 
15 ſome 


freſb Arguments puts as in mind 5 
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Days as it were 4 ſþan long, and my Age is even 
as nothing in reſpett of Thee . Verity every 
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man living is altogether Vanity we come ap as 4 
flower, and ire cut down, and never continue in 

oneſt ay : Lord ſo reach me to numbermy Da ps, that 
I may apply my Heart unto Wiſdom : Grant that 
I may not be one moment forget ful of my mor- 


tality; and knowing that I muſt die, let me ne- 
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of its Members perform their Functions; and 
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_ was ſo ſumptuouſſy fed, ſo delicately eloa- 
= th'd, and nurs'd up with ſo much Care and 
1 Coſt; then a man begins to deſpiſe his 
—_— Gold and Silver, his Jewels and Apparel, his 
RKRiotings and Paſtimes, and all things that 
bio poſſeſs'd in this World, when he finds na 
__.  2{ifance from them, either againſt Sickneſs 
beach; he ſees all his worldly Delights are 
erer away, and others ready to poſſeſs 
RIS - . Honoyrs and Riches; and an afflicting 
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obtaining theſe very things, he hath under- 
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—_ . his Conſcience wounds him, and 
. 3 ; ö - Satan ſets before his Eyes the multitude of 
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members how much Time he hath prodigallß 


| _— in Vanity and Folly, and that now he 


Words» à ſtrict Account of al his Thoughts, 
ords and Actions; ſometimes his Soul is 
1 by the Temptations of the Devil, 

ving him to Deſpair, and ſhewing him 
the direful Puniſhments of Hell- fire. 
And now, when a Man begins to think 
n live no longer, he conſiders that he 
muſt leave his Wife and Children, his Kins- 
folks and Friends, his Riches and Honours, 
and every thing that was dear to him here; 
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and this cads im to conſider further, that 
in a ſhort time his Soul muſt be ſeparared | 
from his Body, and that he muſt paſs into 


another State of Life ; then, if a an hath 


not duly prepared himſelf for Death, nor . . 2 L 
| reconciled himſelf to God, with what 3 8 
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former Sins which he hath committed, aud 
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back upon his paſt Life, all the Days he has 
| Pd ſeems but Moment of Time: If he 


Veols forward, on that infinite Space of Eter- 
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left for at 
Death now approaching, he will ſcargely have 
Either Time or Strength to think on any thing 
for his good; to what purpoſe is it to give 
wholeſome Advice, to adminiſter profitable 
Counſels to one whoſe Senſes are impair'd 
by the violence of his Diſeaſe, and whoſe 
Mind and Underſtanding are weakned and 
diſturb'd by the Indiſpoſition of his Body: 
For 2 he is conſidering that he is not 
- prepar'd for Death as he ought, and di- 
ſtracts himſelf with the Thoughts of his fad 
Condition, his Eyes begin to grow dim 
and liis Lars deaf, his Tongue falters, and 
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his Me iory and Reaſon fail him. 
Do thoſe things therefore now whilſt thou 
art in Health, and God alloweth the i 
and strength, which thou canſt not but thin 
pPeaſonable ſhould be done at thy laſt WW 
Hour, arm thy ſelf betimes againſt all thoſe 
Vuoils and Temptations, which commonly 
bpefall Men at the time of Death; and ſee- 
— . ing rhat neither Riches nor Honours, nor 
— Pleaſures, nor Friends, can prolong our Lives 
or one Hour, nor free us from thaſe Cares 
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Men when me are ed phig belee it 
rate Madneſs to undergo ſo much Labour for 
the ſake of them, and contrariwiſegto g 
thoſe things which would help us toward the 
attainment of everlaſting Happineſs. © * 
| d now, O Man, think what will 
become” of thee after Death: As 
as thou art dead, every one, even thy near- 
and beſt Friends, thy Wife and Children, 
and Kinsfolk, will fly from thy Corps, and 
will not be able to endure the ſight of thee; 
before they were pleaſed with thy Embra- 
ces, but now thy very Preſence 1s' ghaſtly 
= terrible: Here then is the Bounds of 
worldly Love and Friendſhip; it is there- 
fore very unreaſonable, to place our Con- 
fidence in theſe things, but let us 8 | 
put our Truſt in thoſe, which may be ul 
ful to us even after we are dead. 
Think how horrid and noiſom the ſtin 
of thy Carkaſs will be even to thy neareſt 
Kindred, and yet this is that Body, for the 
indulging whereof, thou haſt ſo oſten f. 
fended thy God: How much Pains de 
ſome Men be how many Difficulties do. 
they. Encounter with, that . may leuve 
arich and pleaſant Inheritance to their u. 
dren? Tho many times in the getting of it; 1 


unjuſt and wicked Aftiors, a. 227 


editations. 


are neyer to be purg'd away, but inthe Eter- 
nal Flames of Hell: And what do they keep 
to themſelves, as the Reward of all their 
urs? Nothing but a Deſpicable Wind- 
ing-ſheet, and a Coffin, made up of four 
Rs: this is the Recompence of all their 
Toil. But if any thing be ſpent at the Fune- * 
ral, it is commonly, not for the ſake of the 
Deceaſed, but for the Fame and Credit 0 
his Kindred, and the ſurviving Heir; 
that a Farthin ſhould not ſometimes be be- 


ſtowed upon the dead Corps, if they could 
but ſecure their own Honour. 4 | 
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Merciful F. ather, give we ve ſuch C oarage 

and: Reſolution, that I may not be af 
ighted at the ghaſth appearance of Death, nor 
Yn when Þ think on im laſt dung Agonies, 
and that my Body q muſt rot in the Earth: Bat 
Hr my Mind fad on thee, and on the 
' Glories M the eternal State, 1 may pat off 
la fear of Death, and: depart this Life with 
Foy and Readineſs, with a firm Hope of a Glo- 
Fious R efurretion, and of enjoying that Biff 
and Glory, with which both Body and Soul, Gal, 
oe. endued in tbe Celeſtial and Happy Li . 
| ud becan e Icame naked into this. Wor F 
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et n willingly leav leave al W orldy _ which 
{ may retard my flight to Heaven: O Lord . 
, who for our ſakes, didſt taſte the bitter- 
eſs of Death, and in thoſe. Agonies of Mind, 
didſt ſweat great drops of blood; grant that 

y the Merits of thy Paſſion, I oy Auer feet 
Ai bitter pangs q Eternal Death: 
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After Death there remains another Li e 
and Death is the entrance, either to 
eternal Happineſs or Miſery. 
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hough the Body after Desth cor- 
rupts and putrifies, and returns to the 
| Earth from whence it was taken, yet foras- 
much as the Soul is immortal, and the Bo. 
dy ſhall ariſe at the laſt Day, and 
united to the Soul, and ſo the Whole 1 
| ſhall be tranſlated into another State: . 
is therefore requiſite, that a Chriſtian ſhould 
fine his Meditations upon Death on- 
| ly, but ſhould be very ſolicitous, that his' © 
ife may be happy in the other World: 
Many Men indeed lead ſuch Lives, as if” 
bey did not believe there were a God, nor 
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E aide. > ny: will — of 
Truths by their own Conſciences, and by 
thoſe Notions which are implaneed i in the. 
Minds of all Men, that good mr ar) be. 
rewarded, and 'Wickedneſs p in 
the other World; and though they "ſhould. 
not believe this, even when they are dy- 
ing, yet afterwards they will feel it, to their 
unſpeakable Sorrow: However the immor- 
tality of che Soul has been ieved by the 
whole Race of Mankind at all times; and 
if we Conſult either Sacred or Heathen 
Writers," we hall ud that another Life af- 
ter this, hath been aſſerted by all; not to 
heap up the many Teſtimonies of Holy:Scrip- 
tures, this one of our Saviour may ſuffice, | 
Which compręhends, as it were, the Sum of 
all the reſt; The Hour is coming, in the which 
that are in the Graves, ſhall bear the Voice. 
" of the Son of Goa, ] 4 l come forth, 
* that have done good unto the Relurreckion ö 
2 Life; and they that have done euil, unto 
the Re recbio of Pamnation, Joh, 5. 25. 
1 29. | 4 a 4 oy ns 245 1 ; | 
And indeed: if we conſider: the Lives of 
e Perſons, which the Sacred n 
"ew to have liv?d devoutly, from hence. 
we may have. an evident T eſtimony of a 
Future Life ; for in all Ages, bow mueh Mi. 
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have they undergone, who have ende. 
voured to lead pious Lives, and to be cou 
formable to the Divine Will; very remar- 

kable are the Calamities of the Holy Fathers 

under the Old Teſtament ; the Martyr 

of Chriſt's Apoſtles under the New, and t 

Tribulations of others, who have worſhip» 

ped God in Spirit and in Truth; But ! 
| they had look'd no farther than this Life, 
no doubt but they would have follow'd the 

common way of the World; and have in- 

dulged themſelves in Eaſe and Pleaſures, 

as their Luſts and Appetites had moved = 

them, which ſince they did not do, it is pe. : 

a convincing Teſtimony, that they ſouę 68 
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Miſeries of this; for, as St. Paul ſays, If in 
this Life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are 
al. Mien moſt miſerable, 1 Cor. 1 5. 19. e 36 "4 

Now if we Conſult the Heathens is of. 

| ten as we hear them commend Piety and 

| Juſtice, and other Virtues, fo often We are 

to think they declare Man'sImmortality ant 
a future Life; for to what purpoſe were 
it, to practice Virtue, and ſuffer Evil here i- 

there remain d no hopes of another Life: This 

Doctrine the wiſe Men in all Ages taught, 

| Agroaſt er, Hermes, Triſ | Orp Mi 

-. Phocylides, Theog ns, Pins, 

Pptbagor as, Socrates, £ 


a more ha Py and a better Life after the . E 
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Seneca, and all 

Wiebe 5: ; and from hence 

it Was, that all Nations had a Religion, and 

certain Rites whereby they worſhipp'd the 
and believ'd a Hell, and Elyſian- fields: 

we run over the whole World, we ſhall 

T .ude, Barbat ous and Sa- 

ok e People, eyen thoſe who ſearcely ſeem 

ve any Humanity in them, have all by 

à common Conſent, embraced this Faith; 
ſor this mg was not bred i in the Schools 
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.cgraven in 
the Breaſt eker every lan, Rom. 2. 14, 16. 
and if ſome Men have endeavoured to per- 
{wade themſelves that things are othet᷑ w iſe 
. Nb et could they never bring their Minds firr 
+ to believe ſo; for a wicked Man would 
not have his Soul ta be immortal, for fear 
4 de ſhould ſuffer the due Puniſhments of hi 
crimes ; but he prevents the Sentence of hi 
Judge, becauſe he condemns himſelf with 
Death: But there is no need of ſaying more 
of Cans $3... 


7 * 5 — as; the final gents of _ 
1 this Liſe will not 
ſome Thall abound with all * hilft 
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| hence we ſee 2 the ſucceſs of a 7 

| Happineſs depends upon his death, and that 

all x Felicky, or Infelicity happens either 

| from a good or a bad death, and chat on 

one Moment depends an Eternity, either f 

W infinite Bleſſedneſs, ay. unſpeakable Miſerß; 

for in what ever Condition death finds and 
appear at the laſt Judgment. ibe tree fall 
toward the South, or teward North, in the 
place where the tree falleth, there it ſball be, 

wp Eccl. 11. 3. And thus, as every Man dies, 

as St. Paal ſays, we muſt all appear before the 

Judgment Seat of Chriſt, that ever one mg 

receive the things done in his body, according 1b 


that he hath done, whether it be good or bad; © 
2 Cor. 5. 10. ſo that as every one is found _ 
at the Hour of Death ſuch ſhall he be judged: * 
They ſhall live happily in the other World. 
that die well; they miſerable, that die ill? 


And thus it is that the Hour of death ſepa-. - 
| rates the good from the wicked at the great. 
eſt diſtance. To the good, death is the end 
and determination of all Troubles, and the 
beginning of eternal Felicity and Bieſſedneſs, 
but to the wicked, death is the privation of 
all the Delights, and Pleaſures, and Riehes 
of this Life; and is the beginning of eternat 
Miſery, and never ending Funiſnm en.. 


. 


N 
. 1 8 by 


. 3 1 2 


$ 


| The PRAYER. . 


Merciful Father who diiſt create me for 
4 far more bleſſed Condition than thit 
miſerable Life which the brute Animals enjoy; 
wouchſafe ſo to direct me in my paſſage through 
this World, that I may never ſet my Aﬀec- 
tions on things below; but aſe them with ſuch 
zndifferency, that I may at length attain to the 
Joy, and and Glories of the bleſſed Life above; 
And that knowing J have here no continuing 
ity, I may with the greater earneſtneſs 
ſeek one to come, Heb. 13. 14. 3 
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The Confid erat ton of the laſt Judgment. 


therefore O Man, that immediately 
er Death thy Soul muſt appear before God., 
hat at the laſt Day it ſhall | 
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Sennertus's Meditations. tg _ 
whoſe unerring Wiſdom thou canſt by no 
means deceive, whoſe Power thou canſt by 
no ways avoid, whoſe Juſtice thou canſt 
by no means corrupt: A Judge who will 
inquire intoall thy vain Words, and thy moſt 
ſecret Thoughts, who is now preſent at, 
and takes notice of all the Words and Ac- 


tions of the whole World: Who is there ſo 
| bold, ſo deſperately wicked, that dares con- 
-tumaciouſly violate the Laws, and com- 

mit Crimes worthy of Death, in the pre- 
ſence of his King? And yet more than this 
dare Men do, who ſpightfully break the 


Commands ef God before his Face: But 
this Judge, who knows all our Actions, ſhalt 
bring every work into judgment, with every ſe. 
tret thing whether it be good or whether it be evil, 
Eccl.1 2. 14. ſo that every one of us ſhall give an 
account of himſelf to God, Rom. 14. 12. 
For he which is Lord over all, ſhall. fear 10 
mans perſon, neither ſhall he ftand in awe of 
any mans greatneſs; for he hath made t 


Small and great, and rareth for all alike. 
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( (as tis ſaid in W: 5 
 vighteous man ſtand in great boldneſs, before, 
ile face of ſuch as have afflifed him, and made 
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thoa into the joy of thy Lord. 
of my Father, inherit the Ki 
or yo from the Foundation 0 . 
t. 25. 23: 34. Or, on the contrary, this 
terrible Sentence ſhall be thundred out a- 
art from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 
Ro for the Devil and his RR” What 
can our Minds conceive more ſweet and 
pleaſant, than to hear God ſaying to us Come 
Je bleſſed? What more {ad and dreadful, than 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire ? 
In this day of Judgment, Wealth will not 
help the Rich, nor Power, nor Honours the 
great Ones of this World, Knowledge will 
not abſolve the Wiſe, nor will Force pre- 
ſerve. the Strong : This Judge will nor be 


ſooth' d by Flatteries, nor brib'd by Rewards: 


appeaſe him; bat he ſpall judge the World © in 


 #ighteouſneſs, and ſhall miniſter judgment to 


be People in upri ht ne ſs, Pſal. 9. 1 Then 4 
Y dow: 5. 1, &c.') ſpall the 
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#0 account of his labours; when they ſee it 
they ſball be troubled with terrible fear, and 
ill be amiazed at the ſtrangeneſs of his ſal- 
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— Meditations. 2} 

Valuation, ſo far hzyond all that they looked for. 

And thy repenting and groaning for anauiſn of | 

ſpirit, ſhall ſay within themſelves : This was he 

whomwe had ſometimes in deriſion, and a proverb 

of reproath, We fools accounted his life madneſs, 

and his end to be without honcur, How 1s he num- 

bred among the Children of God, and his lot is a- 

mang the Saints] Contlider farther, O man, 

wha they are that in this future Judgment 

ſhall hear this joy ful word, Come ye bleſſed; 

and ſhall be made partakers of eternal Glory. 
And on the coatrary,who they are, on Won i 

this dreaful Sentence ſhall be pronounced; 

Depart from me ye curſed, and ſo {hail be caſt. 

into Hell fire; and then give all diligence that 

you may be found in the number of the hleſſed 
and not amongſt the miſerable: Now, who 

| both theſe are, the Holy Scriptures do ſuffici. 

ently declare: Our Saviour himſelf tells us; ht © 
the Angels ſhall gather the wicked together,” and k 
caſt them into à furnice of fire, Matt. 13. 1 74. 
He that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life, 

but the wrath of God abideth on him, Joh. 3. 36. 

And this is the Condemnation,that light is com 
into the World, and men loved darkneſs rather : 
than light becauſ their deeds were evil, John, 3119. 1 

But the fearful, and unbelieving,- and the aloo.ñ⁵ 
minable, and murderers; and whoremongers, 4 ad  _ 
forcerers, and idolgters, and all liars ſhall have” 
their part in the Lake 8 burneth with gre - 6 
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_ And brimftone; which is: the Second death, 
Rev. 21. 8. The Lord Jeſus ſpall be revealed 
Hon Heaven, with his migluy Angels, in 
= —* flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that 
0 not God, and that obey not. the Goſpel 
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of our Lord Jeſus Chrift : Who ſhallbe puniſhed 
with everlaſting deſtraction from the preſence 
of the Lord, 2 Thef. 1. 7, 8, 9. Nuom ye 


not that the wnrighteous 


ſhall not inherit the 


Kingdom of God? Be not deceived; neither 


Fornicators, nur idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 


effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, 
nor revilers, norextortioners, ſhall inherit the 
Ning dom of God, 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Now the 
worbs of the fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe ; 
' adultery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſciviouſ- 
neſs, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulat ions, wrath, rife, ſeditions, here(es, en. 


ings, 


marthers, drunkenneſs, revellings, aud 


fuch like; of which 1 tell you before as I have 
alſo told you in time paſt, that they which do ſuch! 


ſhall not inherit. the Ringdom of 


Gad, Gal. 5. 19, 20, 21. On the contrary 


we are told, who they are that ſhall be ſav'd. 


ie that believeth on the Son of God is not con 
demned, John. 3. 18. He that believeth, and is 


baptized, ſhall be ſaved, Mark. 16. 16. There- 


ere beim juſtified by Faith we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Rom 5 * J 


5 
4; 


Jeſus, Chriſt, guide me | by thy Holy 
Spirit, that I may walk in thy ways ; ¼ 
and always have in my mind this Sum of he 
whole Duty of Man; Fear God and keep bis 
Commandments : For God ſhall bring every _ 
work into judgment, with every ſeeret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether 
it be eil, Berl. 19. 43, 14. 8 
every moment that voice ſound in mine ears 
Ariſe ye dead, and come to Judgment. 4 
at the laſt let me hear thy Gracious voice, ſay» 
ing, Come thou bleſſed of my Father in 
rit che Kingdom prepared for thee from t 
beginning of the World: I arknowledge i nd 
and confeſs, that by my Sins I haue deſerved © 
the pains of Hell; but thou by thy Paſſion, Death 
and Reſurrection haſt redeemed me from them; 
and merited Heaven for me: In thee t here fore, 
in thy merits and mercies ] put my whole tru 
and confidence, and joyfully expett thy glorious 
| men: Come Lord Jelus; Amen 
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20 Sennertus's Meditations. 
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he Toys of the Life eternal. 


Lthough it cannot be imagin'd, much 
leſs expreſs'd in words, What difference 
there is between the joys of Heaven, and the 
pains and miſeries of the damned; yet for as 
much as many live as if it matter'd little 
or nothing, whether after death they were 
to be admitted into the bleſſed Life above, 
"ID or to be caſt into the bottomleſs pit; it 
therefore well becomes a Chriſtian daily 
to conſider, how vaſtly the Miſeries of Hell 
differ from the Glories of Heaven, that ſo he 
may be convinced. how nèceſſary it is ear- 
-., © - neſtly to endeavour to avoid the one, and 
obtain the other. For who is there ſo void 
of ſenſe, that for the hopes of gaining one 
Farthing would run the hazard of loſing an 
hundred thouſand Crowns ? And yet this they 
daily do, who defile themſelves with fin, 
that they may follow after the Riches, Plea»: 
ſures, and Honours of this World: For all 
_ theſe things, and even the whole World 
_ (could any man gain it to himſelf) are more 


Voile, if they · becompared to eternal life, (which 
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death, in the fight of a Gibbet, a drawn 
Sword, or a flaming Fire, and in the preſence 
of a Judge, who he knew would immediately 


h I condemn him to theſeTorments ? And yet this 
they do, who well knowing that the pains of 
IE Hell are ſo plainly ſet before their eyes in 


as the Holy Scriptures, do yet daily commit ſuch 
fins as juſtly deſerve thoſe infernal Plagues. 
re Now eternal Happineſs conſiſts in theſe 
©, two things: In the abſence of all evil things; 


it I and in the enjoy ment of every thing that is 
ly good: For God (ball wipe away all tears from 

ll BY the ges of the bleſſed, and there ſhall be no 
1 nore death, neither ſorrow, nor crying, neither 
i- Wl ſpall there be any more pain, Rev. 21. 4. 
id And, as it is written, eye hath nat ſeen, nor ear_ 


* 


21 | 
IF is utterly loſt by fin ) than the ſmalleſt mite 
compar'd to the greateſt Sum imaginable : 


Or who is there ſo deſperately wicked that 
would dare to commit Crimes worthy of 
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heard, neither have entered into the heart g, 


ne nan, the things which God hath prepared for 
ul By them that love him, 1 Cor. 2. 9. For what 


e 


1 


greater Felicity can there be than to have no 
, Calamities to diſturb us, not to be terriſid __ 
with the fear of Death, to behold the face 
of God, to be amongſt the Quires of Angels 
to ſerve our Creator with the Bleſſed Spirits. 
and all the Saints, and with perpetual 
ci Hymns and Praiſes to magnifie his glorious . 
Et Hy ĩ ͤ 


5 55 


06" Kenhertür: Malton: 


Name? If you value and defire Health, there 
{ſhall be conſtant ſoundneſs and cternal Life; 
If you are delighted with the Friendſhip of 
good men, there you ſhall have the familiar 
Acquaintance of all the bleſſed Inhabitants a- 
bove, who will all have one Heart and one 
Soul: In ſhort, there will be nothing want- 
ing that a man can wiſh for. What ( faith St. 
Auguſt in) can be more happy than this life, where 
there 1s no fear of Poverty, nor the weakneſs of 
Inſirmities? No body is hurt; no body is angry; 
non envies another; no luſt inflames them, 
no longirg after food; no deſire of. honour 4nd 
powerdiſquiet s them: There is no dread of Satanno 
ſnares ofthe Devil, no fear of Hell : There is 
neil her, death of Body or Soul, but by the meays 
4 immortality a moſt delightful life: There will 
be no evil, no diſcord, bat 4 perfect harmony, 
becauſe there will be a mutual agreement between 
Ill the Saints: There will be no night, nor dark- 
eſs, bar the greateſt light; for the Glory of God 
will enlighten it, and the Lamb will be the light 
thereof, and the Saints ſhall ſhine as the Stars, 
and as the brightneſs of the Firmament : There 
we ſhall aſſoctate with the multitades of Angel 
and Archangels, and all the Heavenly Powers, 
there we ſhall behold the Patriarchs and Prophets 
tie Apoſtles and all the Saints : Theſe are glori. 
bus things; but it will be yet much more glori- 
du, to behola G OD himſeh Lan. 
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Cap. 19. For the Happineſs and Glory of x" 
eternal life do chiefly conſiſt in the vifion and 5 
enjoy ment of God, who will then be all in 
all. But how great this future Felicity will! 
be, the Mind of Man is not capable to con n- 
ceive: However we may make ſome fannt ü 
Conjectures. For ſecing God is the Creatour - 
and Preſerver of all things, it muſt needs l 
be that all the things in the World Which ä 
to us appear fair and beautiful, are in him; © 
ſo much more eminently : If therefore the = 
Proſpect andContemplation of the Creatures 
be ſweet and grateful, the Creatour himſelf 
muſt needs be much more raviſhing and de- =—_ 
lightful ; ſo that ſince we ſhall ſee God face k 
to face, all, even the moſt beautiful things = 
1n this World, will be ſurmounted by the _ - 
tranſcendent Beauty of God : He ſhall be 
all in all, the Satisfaction of all Deſires and k 
the perfect Felicity of the Saints: Bleſſed are 9 
they that dwell in thy houſe, they will always 6e _ 
praiſing thee, Pal. 84. 4. O how great 1s thy ES. "x 
goodneſs, which thou batt laid up for them that 
ral | few thee ! Pal. * 8 th 5 _— 
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24 Scnnertus's Meditations. 
ceive thoſe good things which thop haſt prepar'd 
for theſe that love thee; I muſt needs confeſs that 
through the dulneſs of my Senſes, which gar- 

not comprehend thiſe things, I have not ſo bar- 
 neſtly ſought after eternal life as I ought to have 
done: Vouchſafe therefore to illuminate my 
Mind, that I may in ſome meaſure underſtand 
the Excellency of Heaven; that my Soul may 
long after its Joys, and being captivated there- 
with, I may deſpiſe this World, and value it 
a; nothing in compariſon of the Glories of that 
bleſſed and eternal Life : So direct all myT houghts 
and Attions that I may at length attain to that 
hl:ſſed and happy State, where no Miſery nor 
Sorrow dwells; that I may ſee Thee face to face 
with all thy Saints, and enter into the full poſſeſſi- 
on of thoſe immenſe Glories and Felicities, 
which are at thy right hand for evermore, Amen. 
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7 he Pains and Miſeries of Hell. 


' A N Dnow ſhould there be any one ſo 
/ \ deteſtably wicked as not to be allured 


—_— 54 Happineſs of eternal liſe; yet ſurely 
dhe Miſeries of Hell would terrifie him. Now _ 
Hell in holy Writ is call'd 4 Furnace of fre, 
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| and his Angels, Matt. 25. 41. The Fire that ne- 


and anguiſh, Rom. 2. Outer darkneſs, Matt. S. 
12. The Bottomleſs pit, Rev. 9. A lake that 


ic & - _-. 
where ſhall be wailing and gnaſbing of Teeth, Mat. © _ —_—- 
13. 42. Everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil, - 


* 


ver ſhall be quenched, Mark. 9. 43. Tribalatioan;F· 


burneth with fire and brimſtone, Rev. 21.8, 


conceived, the Mountain would at laſt be 
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conſumed : But in Eternity no ſuch thing 5 2 


whole Globe of the Earth, nay even tjùe 
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Is it, that for ſome petty Gain, ſome deceitful 


= 


Tie me, ſaith St. Chry/oftom, De reparat. lapſ; 


and yet you caft your elf into the eternal 


RI 6 


T.. orments of Hell, for things of no value. 


thouſand of the like numbers, yet could 
you by no means comprehead Eternity. Since 
then Eternity is ſo unmeaſurably long, cer - 
tainly none but men that are deſperate, can 
be careleſs and negligent how they are to 
ſpend it; or rather, ſince it can never be ſpent, 
not to conſider whether they be ſhall happy 
or miſerable in the other World. What ad 
neſs is it, for Trifles and things of no value to 
be caſt headlong into Hell, there to be puniſh- 
ed with ugſpeakable Torments for ever and 
ever? Should any one bring you to a furious 
flaming Fire, and there ask you, foffhvhat 
price, or for what part of Voluptuouſneſs, you 
would be willing to be tormented in it for a 
day, or tor but one hour? Would you not 
eaſily anſwer him, that you would not buy 
ſuch Tortures, for all the Pleaſures the Earth 
affords, no nor for all the World? How then 


Honour, ſome flitting ſhort liv'd pleaſure, 
ou chuſe to burn in the eternal flames of 
ell? Youare afraid of the Fire for an hour, 
though you ſhould gain the whole World; 


Mom long « ſeaſon of luxury, how much voluptu- 
ouſneſs, would you ſet againſt eternal Torments ? 


1 5 
ar 


an hundred years we will give to pleaſures, _ as 


ertus s Meditations 27 l 
handred more, and if you pleaſe a thauſaud more: © 
alas ! what compenſation is this for Eternity? Is 3 

not all the time of our life, which we ſpthd in plea- 
ſure and luxury like the vain dream of ome night is 
be compar d to Eternity? Is there then any one, 
who for a pleaſing Dream one vitht, wodld'thuſe 
to undergo eternal Torments, and be willing ore. 
ceive theſe, ſo he might but enjoy that? Pleaſutts 
Paſs away like a ſhadow, but the puniſhments 
remain without end; and although the ſame 
ſpace of time were allotted for the avlights of 
this ti and the pains of Hell, yet is there 
any one ſo fooliſh and void of Senſe, that 
would chuſe to ſuffer one days Infernal Plagues, 
for ones days Worldly Pleaſure ? When as one 
Hours Pain, any Torment of the Body is mont to 
make us forget all the time paſt of our Lives, 
which we have ſpent in pleaſures, 
Nor are the pains ob Hell only Eternal, 
but alſo infinitely grievous and inexpreſſible. 
For nothing ſo ſad or terrible can be imagi- 
ned, but thoſe Eternal Torments are fill 
more grievous. All the moſt dreadful, in- 
humane, and cruel things which the Bate _ | 
barity of Tyrants have ever invented, ate 
not to be compared with theſe Pains of Hell: _ 
For not only the Body, but the Soul alſo al. ü 
be afflicted: The remembrance of -part - 
_ Offences, which have occaſion'd: ſo: m '- 
__ +» Evils, the continual ſenſe of Racking Pains, 
„„ : the | 
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| the Devil. 
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the Hatred and Deteſtation of God and all 


the Saints, and principally the Thoughts of 


being for ever rejected from the moſt bliſsful 


fight of God; all theſe things do miſerably 
torment the Sinner : There will be heard the 


doleful Cries, Sighs and Lamentations, the 


Curſings and Execrations of Parents, Chil- 


dren, Brethren, Siſters and Friends, who by 
their Example or Negligence, have thrown 
others into that place of Torments; for the 

will be moſt furiouſly enraged againſt thoſe 
whom above all others in.this life they loved 


moſt dearly ; At the fight of tem, they: ſhall 


be provoked and incenſed, as againſt their 
greateſt Enemics. Pp 
And now though theſe Torments are of 
themſcves very ſad and terrible, yet are 
they ſtill made more grievous by the per- 


petual Society of Devils and damned Spirits. 


Any one that has ſcen a Man poſſeſſed with 
the Devil, or if he hach not ſcen one, yet hath 
read out of the Goſpel or other Hiſtories, the 
deplorable condition of thoſe men that are 
poſſeſs'd, will eaſily believe what a moſt 
woful thing it is to be under the power of 
ho is there of ſo undaunted a 
Courage, that is not afraid of Apparitions, 
which are diſguiſed Devils, and does not 


tremble at fight of them? And yet the 


4 - Devil in poſſels'd folks, or when he terrifies-. 
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__ Sennertuss 
Men by his Evil Spirits, hath no more power 
over Men, than God is p leas'd to grant him, 
and hath not yet a full Do minion over them: 
But in Hell, where the Damned are delivered 
up by God to be Tormented, he uſeth his 
own Liberty and Authority, and exerciſes 
ſuch Cruelty on them, as the Mind of Man 
is not capable to conceive: Think then, O 
Man! how great their Miſery {hall be, who 
muſt hve in the Socity, and under the Dom 
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nion of Devils, and undergo their Rage and 5 


Malice to Eternal Ages: Think O Man! what. 
great Miſery it would be, to be ſhut up in a 
cloſe Room for a Month together with Mad 
Folks, or ſuch as are poſſeſs d; and from 
thence you may conjecture, how wretched. 
their condition will be, who muſt be forc'd to 
live with many Myriads of outragious Devils 


to all Eternity: Oh! How will 'the Devils 
Tyrannize, not only over the meaner and - 


baſer rank of Men, but alſo over Emperours 
Kings and Prinees,thoſe of the higheſt Order 


and Quality! How will the great Ones f 
this World be greatly tormented and pla. 
gued by the Devils, and ſcoffed at with biting 
ust and Jeers! After the ſame manner. 
will they inſult over all Ranks of Men, and 
will as much as they can, increaſe their Puk 


 niſhments by Revilings, Reproaches and 
 Mockings; they will laugh at, and make 
8 „„ <a ORE 


* 


a jeſt af the Damned, that they ſhould | 
eipitatet hemſ elves into the Lake of Fire and 
Brimſtone for Trifles, for momentary Ho- 
nours, deca yi yiog Riches, fading Pleaſures, or 
vain Joys; that they ſhould ſooner be- 
lieve them, he on they knew were their {worn 
Enemies, than the great and good God, the 
Maker and Redeemer of Mankind. 

And then laſtly: There is not only the Soci · 
L. of Devils, but alſo of the Damned, which 

Will ſtill farther aggravate their Puniſhment: 
Nothing will there be ſeen but the Eternal 
and Horrid Plagues and Tortures of the Dam- 
ned Fiends ; — will there be heard, but 
Stripes and Waili ugs, Curſes and Accuſations. 
of thoſe who by Counſel, Admonition or Ex- 
ample, were Fa cauſes and occaſions of _ 
their ſinning; and more remarkable will be 
theExpo ſtulations of Parents with their Chil- 
dren — for their ſakes they, were caſt into 
#heſe Torments, whilſt they endeavoured by 
all means right or wrong, to heap up Riches 
and Wealth for them; and on the other ſide, 
2 Children will onde their Parents .and 

te the cauſe of their Damnation to them 
by their Examples or Indulg 

2 them to ſin. 
A bo amongſt us can 1 2 xt 
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be PR A T E R. 


Lord Jeſus Chrift, guide and ilumi nate 
daily , remember, = | 


+; 


Sf i 


and atrentively conſider, what a vaſt difference © 
there is between the joys of Eternal Life, and 


my Mind, that I ma 


the Miſeries of Hell: And dired# me by thy Ho- 
the ways of thy Commandments,that 
in that narrow Path that: leadeth 
e. And [affer me not to be ſeduced. 


S's 


Satan into the broad way of the Wicked, which 


leadeth to Defruttion, eſe 1 ful bent Ingo 
that Lake of Fire aud Brimſtone, from which 
thou haſt Redeemed me by thy moſt precious Blood; 


but by the Efficacy of thy Merits, let me. liue 


2 . . 9 f - 
with Thee for ever andever in Heaven, | 
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nce then there is ſo great a difference 
between chat bleſſed Life above, aud 
the Miſeries of the Damned; That Death 
1s the paſſage either to Eternal Bliſs or Pu- 


niſhment; and that the everlaſting Happi- 


or Miſery of all Men, depends on one 
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Mom That bleſſed are the dead that die 
in the Lord; but for ever miſerable are they 
that die the death of the Wicked; and that! 
Sour Eternal Salvation depends upon an hap- 
py Death: It certainly ought to be our chief- 
Fett care and concern to learn to die well, 
—. © and to prepare ourſelves aright for an happy 
departure. Now he dies well, who hath liv'd 
well, and whom Death doth not find un- 
provided: For, as St. Auguſfin ſaith, De diſ- 
cipl. Eccl. Cap. 2. It is not poſſible for hin 
to die'sh, who bath liv'd well: But great need 
there ĩs of preparation for any one to die well: 
For if we never undertake any matter of 
ſmall importance, as the going of a Journey, 
or the like, without ſome proviſion, and of- 
ten thinking on it before-hand; it certainly 
is much more neceſſary to be very Solicitous; 
and attentively to conſider after what man- 
ner we are to demean our ſelves at the hour 
ol Death, that ſo we may obtain the Felici- 
- _- ty of Eternal Life, and avoid the Pains and 
NMliſeries of Hell. JC f 
= ' Now the preparation for Death is Two- 
= fold: The one General, and to be Performed M- 
every day: The other Special, andis neceſſa · 
= ry when Death approaches.  _* 
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God and moſt Merciful Father, fan, 


as much as my Salvat ion depends upan . 


detth, do thou wouchſafe ſo to dire 


„% Mindychar I may be always ery careful how OY 
| to ſecure to my ſelf an happy paſſage out of this 


4 2A 
World, and ſo toorder my 2 and all that le. 


longs unto me, that at what ever hour thou ſhalt 
pleaſe to call me hence, I may be found real, 
aud through the gate of 
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Death, In be rr; 
ed into thy Glorious Kjngdom, through Jeſus 
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Death: The ſirſt Conſideration, that, 
; Denth is certain, Life ts ſhort, and 8 
lle hour 
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Death is untertan. 
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E general and ally Preparation ſo r 
treat of in the folCœꝗẽf 


* 


1 Death, we ſhall treat of i 0 

BB lowing Chapters, deſiring the devout Chri 
tian to conſider, x/. that death is certaiy 

I life ſhort, and the our of death uncer 
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200. That Death is not to be feared: And 
39. the Chriſtian Duties that are daily to 
be performed by him: > 


o 


If. Then it is fiting for a man that in- 
tends to die well, often to ponder in his mind 
the certainty of Death, the ſhortneſs of Hu- 
man Life, and the uncertainty of the hour 

5555 e 
Hor in the firſt place the continual Medi- 
tation of our Mortality, may be a very ef- 
fectual means to prepare us both to live and 
to die well; nothing can better ſhew us 

the way of holy living, no exhortation to 
piety and virtue more prevalent than the 
remembrance of Death; nothing more 
powerfully calls us off from our ſins, and 
from a fond deſire after wordly things, 
than the ſerious conſideration of the frailty, 
inſtability, and approaching diſſolution of 
our bodies: for as that laſt moment of our 
lives will take off all the falſe colours and 
dilguiſes from earthly things, and repre- 


© 


- ſent them clearly to our view, as they 
are in themſelves, vain and deſpicable; 
ſo the frequent premeditation of that 


S 


. hour quickens the fight of Jur minds 


more plainly to - perceive © the fame] 
Truths; for whilſt our minds are full of 
3 thoughts of our mortality, th 
things which follow after death 
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eſently inſinuate themſelves 3 then 
will ſinners ſee Hell open before them, 
and the unquenchable fire ready to de- 
vour them; which will ſo terrifie their 
Conſciences, that neither Honours, nor 
Riches; nor Pleaſures, nor any other 
worldly thing can any. longer pleaſe or 
entice 3 110 e 
And is nothing is more profitable for 
us, 8 the daily meditation of Death; _ . 
ſo on the contrary nothing is more bur: 
ful; than our forgetfulneſs of it; and et 
this is very common with the rich 
and Great Ones of this World, who, as 
they were to live the age of Sk | 
lah, lay up Proviſions for many years 
continuance here, and in the mean time 
; little or nothing of the Life- | 
come; and ſo when they fancy they”. 
have attained to the top of their ei 
on a ſudden, with the- rich Man in th 
Goſpel, they are forced to depart out 4 
this life, and too often deſcend into ys 
ion: And forasmuch as the, - 
Devit well knows, that nothing more. 
erfully excites men to holineſs;. or 
ume better ſecures their ſouls from- his e 
ei than che me ation of death, E 


36 Sennertus's Meditation. 
mens minds; which if he can but obtain, 


mind to, and takes men captive at his 


r 


he eaſily gets every thing elſe he has a 


will: It is a fign of a mind altogether 


dleprav'd, and out of order, which doth 
not care to hear Diſcourſes and Con- 
ferences of Death, which is ſad and 
uneaſie at the thoughts of it, and there- 


fore ſtrives to divert it ſelf with witt 


Sayings and merriment, with full Bowls 


and all kinds of delight and paſtime : 
But on the contrary, he who is in favour 
with God, whoſe Soul is not plunged in 
ſenſual pleaſures, it is his delight to think 


oſten and to diſcourſe of death, for he 


knows tis the only neceſſary way to 


- everlaſting bliſs. | e 
+.» Secondly, Towards our preparation for 
__ © death, we are to conſider the ſbortneſs 


of our lives; for how little time doth 
God allow us to live here? Many In- 
fants expire at their very entrance in 
to life; ſome die in their Childhood, o- 


thers in their Youth; fewer arrive to 


their middle age: But very few attain 
to old age. From hence it is that in Hol 
Scripture our life is compar'd to thoſe 


thin 
as . 


trace of 4 cloud, 4 miſt, 4 ſpark, 


's ſhadow, 4 flower, « weavers ſonttle, « poſt 


that are moſt frail and momentary : 
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| tations” 3 
ſwiſt ſhip, an eagle that hafteth to hi. 
Pf. 90. This alſo the Heathen declar'd, and _ 
therefore Pindar call'd Man, the dream of 3 
4 ſhadow ; AÆſchylus, the ſbadom of ſmoke ; = 
M. Varro, 4 babble; And with good reaſon +» 
are theſe names attributed to Man; for 1 
we die daily, and ſome part of our lives 
are every day taken from us; our whole 
ſtate is nothing elſe but a journey, a race 
to death- _ ; 
And then, Thirdly, Conſider that in 
this ſhort life the time of death is uncer- 
tain: For tho' it is appointed for all to 1 
die, yet the hour of death is unknown: 
ſome die in their Infancy, ſome in their © e 
Youth, and fome in their Old Ape; 
many are overtaken by an unexpected 
death, and no one can aſſure himſelf of 
to morrow ; neither is the place or man- 
ner of our death known to us, 
wich is daily confirm'd to us by tte Mi 
dead Corples we ſee carried by: 
For all that die do not keep their Beds, af, 
flicted by long continued ſickneſs ; for rt 
ſome are taken away ſuddenly, or in a 
moment loſe their Senſes by Apoplexies; 
others are choak d by violent Catarrhs; 
ſome are kill'd by falls, ſome by the ruins ß 
Houſes, whilſt _ are trod under 1 _ 
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Man and does ſometimes happen to others, 
may allo befal us: Now hereby we are 
aAdmoniſh'd to be every minute ready and 
prepar'd for death: For God was pleaſed 
to let us be ignorant of the time of our 
death, that the uncertainty thereof 
might be a means of exciting in us a 
.conſtant practice of virtue and avoiding 
of ſin, and a perpetual care and endea- 
vour ſecure our eternal welfare; for 
bow dangerous is it to live in ſich a 
condition, that if a ſudden death ſhould 
ſurprize us unawares, our Salvation is 
; -utrerly to be deſpair'd of? and who can 
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aſcertain us, that at the end of our lives, 
when Death comes on us like an armed 
man, we ſhall be in ſo good a diſpoſition 
as to be able to bewail our ſins, and im- 
plore the grace and mercy of God? 
Indeed were we permitted to die often, 
and return again to Lite, their raſhnels - ' 
and ſecurity were excuſable, who ſo ſel- 
dom think of death; but ſince "tis ap- 
pointed unto all men but once to die, 
and that there is no leading of our lives 
over again, tis manifeſt what great dane 
er they run, whom Death overtakes he- 
fore they are provided for it, ſince it 
for ever takes away from them all hopes 
of Salvation: Let us then be always pre- 
pared for Death, let us fly from Sin, and 
not defer our Repentance; let us not 
cheriſh anger and revenge, evil affecti- 
ons, and a fond deſire of living long in 
this World; but let us account every day 
to be our laſt ; and when we go to ſleep, _ 
let us ſo demean our ſelves as if we were 
never to ariſe again from our Beds; and 
when we ariſe in the morning, let us ſo _ :, 
ſpend every hour of the Day as if we were —_— 
never to lie down in our Beds again? , 
Let us ſo uſe the good things of this 
World, as if we were to leave them every « 
moment Let us not vainly promiſe our 
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40 Scnnertuss Meditations. 


ſelves a long continuance here, with thag 
rich man in the Goſpel,who- ſaid unto his 
Soul, Soul thou hiaſt much goods laid 7 for 
many years ; take thine eaſe, eat, drink and 
be merry, Luk. 12. 19. whereas that very 
night his Soul was required of him: But let 
us daily pray with holy David, Pl. 39. 5. 
Lord let me know my end, and the number 
of my days, that I may be certified how long 
I have to live; and let us not neglect that 
_ wholſom Admonition of our Saviour, 
whodaith Mat. 24. 46. &c. * is that 
Servant whom his Lord when be cometh, 


ſhall find watching; Verily I ſay unto you, 
that 1 "(ball make im Ruler over all 2 
Goods: But, and if that Evil Servant ſhall 


fay in his Heart, My Lord delayeth his 
toming, and ſhall begin to ſmite his fellow 
Servants, and to eat and drink with the 
Dirunten; The Lord of that Servant ſball 
come in 4 day when he locketh not for him, 
And in an hour that he is not aware of: And 
= ſhall cut him aſunder, and appoint him his 
Portion with the Hypocrites : There ſhall be 
meeping and gnaſhing of Teeth; but let us 
be wile and faithful Servants, that are 
= always ready, expecting their Lord; forwe 
om not what hour he will come, whether at 
Wo. vor, oat midnight, or a the Cock-crowing, 
eee the morning : Let coming nm 
r be 
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Sennertuss Meditations. 4 


e find us ſleeping Mark. 1 3. 35. and un-- 5 th 
ol thr for him. St.  AugaFiin tells us, 


that in what ever condition our laſt day leaves 
us, in the fame fate will the as day 
of the World find as: For as a Man dies 
in the one, ſo in the other he ſhall be jud- 
ged. To this purpoſe that faying in Ee. 
cleſiaſtes is uſually applied, 5f the Tree fal 
toward the South, or toward the North, in 
the place where the Tree faleth, there it ſhall 


be, This St. Hierom Com. Sup. Ecdl.' 


Cap. 11. thus interprets, that as @ Tree 


certainly lies, which way ſoever it falls -þ F 
ſo when thou art cut off by the ftroke - 


of Death, thou ſhalt always remain 
ſuch, whether your laſt Moment found 
you Cruel and Unmerciful, or Meek 
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there wi 


day; for ſuddenly fhall the wrath 
5 - ſhalt be 2 284 and periſh in the day of 


knows, as a thing ſure and doubted, that 
he hath another day, nay, another hour 
to live? O man wholoever thou art, 
come an Evening, whoſe Mor. 
g, Morning whoſe Evening thou 
alt never ſee; and whether this may 
not be to day or to morrow, thou know- 


eſt not: So that they are without all | 
manner of reaſon, who are not afraid ro 


defile themſelves with deadly ſins, when 
they. know not whether they ſhall be 
allowed the ſpace of one hour, of -one 
moment to bewail their Crimes, and beg 
pardon for them at the hands of God : 
God hath indeed promiſed Pardon to the 
Penitent; but he hath never promiſed to 
the Sinner any portion of the time to 


come Make no tarrying therefore to turn 


unto the Lord, and put not off from day to 
= the 
Lord come forth, and in thy ſecurity thou 


vengeance, Eccl. 5. 8. This the wiſer 
Heathen well underſtood, inſomuch that 
tis a ſhame Chriſtians ſhould be out-done 
by them in this matter. For thus Seneca, 
de brevit. Vita, ſpeaks; He who defers being 

ood till old Age, ſbews plainly, that he is 

ath to give up banal to Virtae, until 
he is fit for nothing elſe. And in another 
„„ 5 place 
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place ; you Sat hea amo every one / ing 
Fas fifty I ſball be at lea{ugg 


threeſcore years Old, T ſhall be Yue from: 
ces. But what Security haue you my Hh * 

ger life? M ho will ee N 

all things ſhall go 6775 i, as ou g eee. 
them? are you dot aſbam d to reſerve jour 
ſelf the . 77 — life for your own 
200d, and ſet apart that time — 9 or wiſdom 
and goodneſs which is worth nothing ? How 
late is it then to begin your life, when you 
muſt be forced to cn it? How Fooliſh 4 
forget fulneſs of your mortality is it, to pat 
off al good Counſel, til you are fifty or three- 
ſcore 4 old, and to begin to live at an Age, to 
which few arrive? What penance is it to 
leave your Harlots, when you areforced to 
leave them whether yoq; will or no ? to begin 
to be temperate when you can no 


this purpoſe ſaith St. Auguſtin diſcreetly 
Curſed be he that dedicates the floar of 1. 


youth to the Devil, and the dregs of old. age 1 1 


to God. When once the laſt moment of 
our Life is paſt, there is then no longer 
time for Repentance; and in a little time 
a Man will be made ſenſible of that State 
views can never be alter'd to all Eternity. 4 
Therefore whatſoever - thou takeft in hand, 
remember the end, aud ous ſbalt never 4s 
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they be tormented, when the pangs of 
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Sennertus's Meditations. 
amiſs,  Eeclus. 7. 36. | 


* 


Ler us every moment be ready 


ommons of Death, by pre- 
cs ſelves for it, whilſt we are 
ich: It is a very unſcaſonable 


ig to fit our ſelves for another 


World, en we are juſt Tn the Confines. 
of death, and are ſtrugling with the ago- 
nies of it: For then the lively powers 


both of Mind and Body languiſh and de- 


cay ; then the Man is fo diſtracted with 
pains, and other grievances, which his 
Sickneſs occaſions, that he can never ſe- 
riouſly apply himſelf to die well : Nay, 


many times a Frenzy ſeizes on the ſick 


perſon, and on a ſudden deprives him of 
the uſe of all his Reaſon; We often ſee. 
that even good pen cannot lift up their 


Thoughts unto God, as they ought, when 


an acute Pain in their teeth, or eyes, or 
ears, or any other part troubles them, but 
their whole Mind is carried thither where 
their Grief is. Now if this happens to 
good men, when the Diſeaſe is not dange- 
rous ; what can we think ſhall befall thoſe, 


who never had any ſerious thoughts of 
God, who know not how to ſearch out, 


or confeſs their fins, who can ogg 
tell what Repentance means? How will 
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Sennertus : Meditations. 45 = 
death are upon them, to conſider that 
they are now leaving thei dear Wife 

and Children, and that all *theigRiches 


U 


which they have hoarded up with @&much 


- 


care, will now ftand them in no ad? 

What madneſs.then is it to defer: a'bulineſs - 

*of ſuch weighty conſequence, on which 

our eternal Salvation depends, to ſo im- 

proper, ſo unfit a time? It is rightly ſaid, 

that late Repentance ſeldom happens to be 

true and ſerious, and God by a juſt: judg- 

ment oftentimes diſregards thoſe - when 
they are dying, who thought it grievous 

to remember God when they were well in 

health: Of theſe the Divine Wiſdom thus 

ſpeaks: Berauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 

I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded; but ye have ſet at nought all my 

counſel, and would none of my veproof: # © 

alſo will laugh at your calamity, I will mack © 
when your fear cometh ; when your fear cometh 

4s deſolation, and your deſtruttion cometh 

as 4 whirlwind; when diftreſs and anguiſh © 

cometh upon you. Then ſhell they call upon © 

me, but I will not anſwer; they: ſhall ſe k 
me early, but they ſhall not find me: fun, 
that thy hated knowledge, and did mot - | 

the 
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ft infinite Wiſdom, thy thoughts 
"are not like aur thoughts! Since then 
it did not pleaſe thee, to reveal unto us the 
hour of our death, grant, that I may be al- 
ways prepared for an happy departure hence, 
that at thy coming, 1 may be found watching 
ready: Let not the hour of death ſarprize 


me in my Sins, and let me never ſpend one day 
without true repentance Inliven my Soul to be 

erpetually aſpiring after thee, and loving thee 
at fo all things that happen to me, may 
work ' together for good, and nothing may 
be able to ſeparate me from the love of ( 
Jeſus thy Son our Lord, Amen. 
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Ince then it is certain that all muſt WW | 
die, that life is ſhort; and the hour of 
th'is uncertain; and that therefore it 
becomes us to be every moment d 
tor an happy departure hence, unleſs we 
Wil run che hazard of loſing our. Souls 
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Hations. E 
for ever; the devout Chriſtian therefore 
may prepare himſelf to die well, if in 
the ſecond place he leatns not to fear 
Death. This then is the ſecond head of 
thoſe general and daily preparations for 
a bleſſed death, that we bear the thoughts 
of death with a couragious mind, and 
that we never be captivated with the 
falſe pleaſures of life, and a fond deſire 
after earthly things: for the pleaſures of 
life, and the blandiſhments of this World, 

are chiefly to be reckon'd amongſt -thole . 
things which make-death moſt bitter and 
formidable to us. We know no union more 
2 cloſe than that of Soul and Body, ſo that 
nothing can appear more terrible than 
death, which ſeparates Soul and Body, 
thoſe two intimate companions. -More- - 
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over in this Life, there are many things = 


we much value, and which engage. , 
affections to them: Such as are, ma. 
nificent Buildings, ſu mptuous Apparel, : e EE 
Veſſels of Gold and Silver, Riches, fruit: 
ful Fields, delightful Gardens, aſi 

Vineyards, Parents, Children, Wife, and 
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us, tis no Wonder if we account. it bitter; 


Hence tis ſaid in Eccleſſaſticus Cap. 4% 


0 aeath how | bitter is the remembrance of #, 
104 Wan that liveth at rift in hispoſſe 
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nnertus s Meditations. 
ànto the man that hath nothing to vex him; 
= That hath proſperity in all things: But now 
a diligent conſideration of the miſeries 
and troubles of this life, of which we 
 . Jhall ſpeak by and by; and of the 
=  Joysof eternal life, of which we have 
=” before treated, will ſoon root out of our 
=: hearts, all fondneſs and complacency for 
1 earthly things; for theſe pleaſures are 
= falſe and counterfeit; and under the 
= {ſweet lies gall and bitterneſs: This made 
Solomon, the wiſeſt of Kings, who 
= wanted nothing this World could af- 
_ "= ford to make his life happy, upon his 
1 own experience, ſay that all things un- 
deer the Sun are vain and empty: Vanitj 
_ of Vanities, all is Vanity, Eccl. 1. 2. In 
| this World we live like Strangers and Pil- 
_  grims, why then do we not deſire to re- 
turn into our own Country? whatever 
we leave behind us here, ſhall there be re- 
dcdompenced with far more Excellent 
and Tranſcendent Rewards? Thus our 
= - Saviour adviſeth us: Lay ct ip for your 
= ſebves treaſures upon Earth, whert moth and 
vit doth corrupt, and where thieves break 
_ 4 h and ſteal : But lay ap for your ſelves 
= Treaſures in Heaven, where neither moth nur 
. '. ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
| break through nor ſteal. Mat. 6. 19. Altho' 
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 Sennertus's Meditations 
many things here are pleaſant and grateful 
to us, yet compar'd to Eternal Life they 
are nothing to be accounted - of: When 
we die we. do not lofe all thoſe: faithful 
Servants of Chriſt, which were here ſo 


after: When we die we are gathered to 
our people, and go unto our Fathers; and 
we ſhall there have the acquaintance of 
more and far better Friends ; Angels, and 


thouſands miniſter unto God, and ten thouſand 
tines ten thouſand ſtand before him, Dag, 
7. 10. What an unſpeakablejoy will it be to 
have a familiar converſation with the Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, Apoſtles, Martyrs, ard 
all the faithful Servants of Chriſt? . 
And as the pleaſures of this life, are 
as nothing, if they be weighed in an 
even ballance, with the Glories of Im- 
mortality, to which we paſs by the gate 
of Death; ſo alſo Death it ſelf is not to 
be feared by us; for though it is called 
the moſt terrible of all Evils, becauſe 
it ſeparates thoſe two intimate Friends, 
Soul and Body; and delivers up the 
Body which was here ſo tenderly be- 
loved and provided for, to be eaten 
up by Worms: Though Death conſider 
in it felf be the . of ſin; | and 
„„ + 1 be falls 


t / p d NP I NG TP +8 


* 


"I 


. f a 13 n 2 ey 
$ as ; 3 1 4 s 4 
Ta 2 ” T Ty Py . 2 2 7 > 4 * 
by LAGS” 2 ebay 8-24, z Wa : 4 £4 * 1 - - 
5 9 1 * je Say FIRE. a 2 3 . 5 2 * . | 1 =” „ % — 
1 „ "gf Ps. 323 5 *% pant 4 8 8 * 4 EEE TT wx 3 -- 
_—_— -, 3 ut F 
” 4 4 = 1 3 * 
2 


3 N 5 1 
. oe - 
* 4 4 * - 
* - 
= .% = OX" 
* * 
: 4 


dear to us; they will follow a little + $*#* 8 
3 Cf © k 


Archangels, without number: for thonſand 
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50 Sennertus's Meditations. © 
befalls us by the Divine MalediQion; 
and though Death be to be dreaded by 
one who is involved in a multiplicity of 
worldly buſineſs, and is not provided for 

his departure out of this life, and ſo is 
very doubtful of his future ſtate ; yet for- 
aſmuch as by the death of ®Chriſt, it is 
made the way and paſlage to eteraal life; 
to a good man, who is prepared for an 
happy death, it is not at all to be fear'd: 

_ Solomon ſaith, and the day of death is bet. 

_ ter than the day of ones birth, 'Eccl. 7. 1. 

= For when we are born, we enter into tho 

=_ World, which is a Scene full of miſeries | 
i and calamitis; but when we die, we leave 

= . -them all, and are tranſlated into that o- 

=_ ther bleſſed life, which is repleni{h*d with 

ll kinds of felicities. i 1 

_ Wee are firſt of all in this World ſub 

 . _- yeted to the ſlavery of our corruption 


| 
| 
and orginal Sin, whilſt afterwards the ; 
. Teeds of many luſts ſpring up in us, int ] 
delity, ambition, covetouſneſs, hatred, 
envy, uncleaneſs, and ſuch like: Thus St. 
. Paul complains, that he was ſold under fin, j 
= Rom. 7. 14. This is indeed a great miſe- 7 
= . Ty, and toamanenflamed with a deſite » 
4 after an holy life, and in whoſe breaſt one < 
l 


ſpark of Piety remains, nothing can hap- 
pen more grievous, than the eee 
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of the fleſh : Of this the Apoſtle farther 
complains ; I know, that in me (that is, in 
my fleſh ) dwelleth no good thing; for to will 
is preſent with me, bur how to perform that 
which is good, I find, not: For the good that I 
would, I doityor, bat the evil which I would 
not, that I ao, &c. O wretched man that 


| 1 am, who ſhall deliver me from the body this 


death? V. 18. &c. None can be wholly 
freed from this corruption of the fleſh, itt 
this life; but after Keith we ſhall be al- 
together deliver'd from it, and they WhO 
{hall be thought worthy to enter into the 
bleſſed life above, ſhall fin no more. 
And farther a great trouble and oy 
it is to pious Men, that they are forc'c 
to live and ſojourn amongſt ſo many wick- 
ed Perſons, like Sheep amongſt Wolves; 
this made David cry out, Wo is mt, that . 
I am conſtrained to dwell with Meſech, and. 


to have my Habitation among the Tents uf 


Kedar, Pſal. 120. 5. Beſides our Salvati- 
on is expoſed to the greateſt dangers, the 
Devil as a Roaring Lyon, walleth . about 
ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 8. 
The World is daily exciting us to Sin 
dy evil Examples and fair promiſes; the 
Snares wherewith Satan and the World 
endeavours to intrap us, are every where 
laid fot us; in Riches; in Meat and Drinks 
gone DEE SS i 
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"= 52 Sennertus Meditations. 
in our Eyes and in our Ears, in our Words 
—— and in our Actions; now. Death wholly 
—_ -. frees us from the Temptations of the 
3 World, the Fleſh, and the Devil: And not 
1 only from theſe, but alſo from all the 
EL Calamitics and Misfortunes which ſo uſual 
3 ly happen to Mankind in this Mortal 
—— Life: That this Life is full of Troubles, there 
needs not many words to prove; ſince 
both Sacred and Prophane Authors com- 
plain of the Miſeries of Humane Life, 
| whilſt they teach that Man that is born of 
4 Woman, is of few days, and full of Trou- 
- ble, Job 14. 1. And that the very name of 
Man, imports all miſerios : This truth we all 
daily experience: For how lamentable is 
our Nativity? To how many evils is our 
Infancy expoſed ? Our Youth, to how man 
injuries an dangers is it oboxious ? Wit 
how many cares is our Manhood diſtract- 
ed? And how is our old Age ſurrounded 
with Calamities? What reaſon then have 
we to fear death, which at once frees us 
from all theſe miſeries, which is the only 
ſafe Haven to us who ſail on this Stormy 
and Tempeſtuous Sea? _ „„ 
Nor doth Death only deliver us from 
Sin, and all the Troubles of this World, 
but is alſo the Gate through which we are 
to paſs into Eternal Life; wherein 1 1 ju 
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ſhall enjoy the moſt delightful Society of 


God the Father, of Chriſt our Saviour, 


of the Holy Ghoſt the Comforter, and or 
all the Angels and Bleſſed Spirits: How 
1 this future Happinefs and Beatitude 
is, the mind of Man cannot conceive, 
And although our 
Bodies ſhall rot in the grave, or be other 
ways diſſolved, yet is there no danger that 
we ſhall be ſeparated from Chriſt, to 
whom we are joyned by the Bond of 
the Spirit; but the dead ſhall remain united 
to Chriſt, both in their Bodies and in their 
Souls; and in the laſt Judgment, their 
Souls and Bodies being made one, ſhall 
ariſe together to Eternal Glory : Hence 
in Holy Writ, Death is called, a Sleep; 
and the Grave, a Bed or Dormitory. 
For all theſe reaſons the True Chriſti- 


an is ſo provided, that not only Death, but 


ſudden death alſo doth not affright him. 
Men indeed do uſually, not without cauſe, 
dread ſudden death; bur if we duly conſider 
it, a wicked life ſpent without Repentanc, 
is much more to be fear'd, than ſudden 


death; nor is a ſudden death bad, be- 


cauſe it is ſudden, but becauſe for the 
moſt part it overtakes Men unprepar d, 


and impenitent, and ſo caſts the i bead- Is 


long. into . where as if it . 
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4 ya 0 Off . Me ercif! al | Father, open and enlig he 


IVI ter the Eyes of my Mind, to ſee and 


= rightly conſider the Miſery and Vanity of 
* this preſent life, that I may not ſet 


_ Fections on the N orld, nor the things un 
, but may with my whole Heart, long d. 
ter the joys of Heaven: O Lord excite in 
ane an ardeat Deſire after the Celeſtial Lift, 


And vouchafe me ſome fuge-taſte o it, by th 


% 


5 {meetneſs whereof, the bitterneſs of death my Ml. 
De ſo allay d, that I may be daily ready to lea 


© "this World, and deſire tobe diſſolved, and tot 
with Chriſt our Lord, amen. 
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E third Head of the Preparation 
or 2... Bleſled Neath, was to Jie 
and - into ſuch a- courſe 0 
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12. No body can die ill, that hath lid 
well. Now he lives well that 
the Dyties of a Chriſtian: He therefore 
who is mindful of Eternal Salvation, muſt 


| diligently conſider what the Duty of a 


Chriſtian is, or what way of living may 


| beſt conduce towards the attainment of 


everlaſting life after this : For he who would. 
die like a Chriſtian, muſt live as a Chriſti- 
an: But he who lives wickedly, ſhall 


die wickedly and ſhall ariſe and be condem- 
Now there are ſe- 
veralDuties which we are bound to perform 


ned with the. Wicked. 


as weare Men, in common with the reſt of 
Mankind, which are enjoyned us for the 


| preſervation of Human Society, and honeſt 


Behaviour in the World, and not pecu- 
liarly as. we are Chriſtians. One kind of 
Duty there is, which properly belongs to 


2 Chriſtian, which only is needful, and- | 


which whoever performs, it will be well 


with him hereafter for evermore: And 


what that Duty is, the very name of a 
Chriſtian doth ſufficiently intimate. For 


whereas the Sects of all Philoſophers and 


Religions have received their Names from 
their Author and Maſter, whoſe Precepts, 


hes 
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aud Inſtitutions they follow; 
in like mann g Ohriſtians are ſo called, 
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56 Scnnertuss Meditations. 


much as in them lies, tread in his ſteps, 


and obey his Commands; and moreover 
(what cannot be {aid of any other Religio) 
aChriſtian is one, who doth not live himſelf, 


 butChrif livatb in him by Fiarb, Gal. 2. 
20. 80 that Chriſt is the life of Chriſti- 


ans, who thenceforth manifeſts himſelf in 
all their actions. 1 8 1 
It is then chiefly requiſite, a Chriſtian 
ſhould know who Chriſt is, whoſe Name 
he bears, an1 to whom he gave up him- 
felf in the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; what 
he hath done for our Salvation, and what 
he requires of us to do. 
To this end, firſt we are to remember, 
that Man was Created by God after his 
own. Image; that is, as the Apoſtle ex- 
plains it, in true Holineſs and Righteonſneſs, 
Gal. 4. 24. fo that his Underſtanding 


Vas © conformable to God, and gave to 


him alone all Honour and Glory: Him 
alone he lov'd, reverenced and worſhiped, 
and with Him hereafter he ſhould have 
enjoy'd an immortal, eternal, and moſt 
%%% of ho rofl 
* Secapdly, *Tis to be remark'd, that our 
firſt Parents fell from that primitive Ho- 
lineſs and Righteouſneſs, and ſo loſt the 
Image of God; for after that by the per- 
ey had entertained 
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to the love of their Creator, preferring 


to be equal with God himſelf ; their Un- 


Wiſdom : Their Wills grew refracto 


ver us from eternal death : And did by 


From wheace it plainly appears, who. 
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2 love of themſelves contrary to God, and 


their own Glory and Delectation before 
the love and glory of God, and deſiring 


derſtandings were preſently overſpread 
with Ignorance and Blindneſs, inftead of 


and diſobedient to God, and all their Af- 
fections were perverſe, irregular, and out 
of order, ſo that now the Thoughts of 
Maa from his infancy are evi]; and thus 
Man not only fell from that eternal life, 
for which he was Created, but allo became. 
obnoxious to eternal Damnation. Sz 

Thirdly, Tis firmly to be believ'd, that 
God took Pity on fallen Mankind, and 
ſent his Son to take upon him Human 
Fleſh, and being made Man, did by ſuf- 
fering and dying fatisfie for us, and deli- 


his Merits, relied on by a true Faith, 
again make us Heirs of that bleſſed life, 
which by our fins we loft; and reſtored in 
us the decayed Image of God, and made. 
us his, and Sanctiffed us by his Holy Spirit, 

that we might ſerve him in Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs all the days of our life. 
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Chriſt is and what is the Duty of a Chriſtian 
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' Sehnertus's Meditations, 


_ viz, Chriſt is our Redeemer, who recon- 
ciled us unto his Father, and by his Me- 
rits made us his Brethren and Coheirs 
of his Kingdom, when we were enemies 
to God, defiled with fin, and deſerved to 
be puniſhed with eternal death: And a 
Chriftian (who derives his name from 
Chriſt) is one who acknowledges that 
he was indeed created by God in Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs, but by the Wiles. 
of Satan fell from, and rebelled againſt 
God, and fo being polluted by the ſtains 
of Original Sin, and contaminated with 
many actual Tranſgreſſions, he be- 
came liable to the Wrath of God, and ever- 
laſting puniſhment ; from which he is 
freed and redeemed by the alone Merits 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which by 
Faith is imputed unto him; ſo that now- 
he is to undertake ſuch a way of living as 
may be well-pleaſing, not to the Devil, 


but unto God; and therefore he is to 


-avoid all fins, from which he is redeemed 
by the precious Merits of Chriſt, and to 
{&rve God alone in an holy and religi- 


4 
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2 


ous Hife. 1 


CS And from hence ariſes 2 threefol d Duty 
| of a Chriftian : The firſt is, to acknow- TT 
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Sennertus's Meditation 39 
his Redeemer, and to truſt only in his 

Merits. Thirdly, To obey. his Laws, to fol- 
low the guidance of the Holy Spirit; not to 
relapſe into fins, from which by the death | 
of Chriſt he is redeemed, but to love God \ 2 
above all things, and his Neighbour as | 
himſelf: Or to comprize all in a word; |." 
The life of a Chriſtian is a continual Re- _ 
pentance : For ſince he is defiled with _ | 
Original Sin, and even the Jaſt man falls -\ ñ 
ſeven times, Prov. 24. 16. He will there. 
fore be always ſorrowful for his fins, and 

fly to the Merits of Chriſt, and ferve God 
in true Righteouſneſs and Holineſs: In 
Sum, Tis the Duty of a Chriſtian to be» 
lieve in Chriſt and to live holily ; and if 
he doth ſo, he will for Chriſt's ſake be 
accepted of God, and ſhall in the end, 

inherit eternal life: But if he doth not 1 
lead a religious life, and is not in favour . 
with God, although he ſhould poſſeſs tale 
Riches of the whole World, although he 
were Monarch over all the Earth, although - 


he were wiſer than the Beſt -Philolophers, 

yet would all be in vain, and to no pu- 

There are indeed many things may be 

done, and are allowed of God; but there 

is one thing neceſſary; None r 
+ Se, 4 5 5 | on- 


ctus's s Meditations. 


=. Condemned in the laſt Day, that they 
were not rich, that they were not in 
7 high places, that they did enjoy great 
Honours, that they were not ignorant of 
manynice Subtilties of Nature: But they a- 
lone ſhall be Condemned, who do not be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and Who are not the Chik 
dren of God. 


The PRAYER. 
Rant, O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that I 


may never forget thoſe Vows where- 
with I have obliged my ſelf unto thee, in 
the Holy Sacrament of Baptiſm, but that re- 

. wouncing the Devil aud all his Works, I may 
obey thy Commanaments, with my mhole 
Heart; and confeſſing my | ſelf to be 4 Miſ- 
erable Sinner, I may confide in thy. Merits, 
and ſerve Thee in Holineſs and Righteauſneſs, 
all the days of my life, Amen, 
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OR as much as the Chriſtian kn woes 
that he is conceiv'd and. born n 
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Setmertuss Meditations, 6 
fins, and that in this corruption of Human | 
Nature, no body can ſufficiently refit . | M8 
the Temptations of the World, the Fleſh | 
and the Devil; that there is xo Man which =” 
ſinneth not, 2 Chron. 6. 36. for who can ſay, - 
I have made my Heart clean, I am pure from 
Siu ; my Prov. 20. . and that even the 
Tuſt man falleth ſeven times, Prov, 24. 16. 
Therefore he hates and bewails his fins, 
and confeſſeth that by them, he hath pro 
voked God's anger againſt him, ſo that ' 
he juſtly. deſerveth the eternal pains of | 
Hell: But the Chriſtian muſt bewail his 
fins {ſeriouſly and from his heart: For 
that is godty Jorrow which worketh Repentance © 
unto Salvation, not to be repented of, 2 Cor. 7. a 
10. (that is a true ſorrow for ſinsjoy, need Mi 
with Faith: ) Now thisgrief and ſadneſs, 
the Holy Ghoſt excites in our hearts by the | ü 
Conſideration and Meditation of Chriſt's | 
Paſſion: As if aman conſiders, who he is, 
whom he hath offended who, it is that 
is angry with him, and, that his fins _ 
were the cauſe of his Saviour's Paſſion: 
For Man from | himſelf is nothing, 9 
but he is God's Creature; and what» 
ever any one hath, he hath it from God: 
But God is the Creator of all things, the 
potent, Immenſe, moſt Wile, moſt Rees 
S . | and 
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and moſt Great; inſomuch that between 
Man and God, there is no proportion 
And yet Man by his ſins rebell'd againſt 
God, and deliver'd himſelf up into the 
Bondage of Satan, and ſo provoked the in- 
finite anger of his God againſt him. Now 
the Paſhon of Chriſt is the Mirrour of the 
Divine anger: And whoever conſiders 
with himſelf the reaſons that mov'd the 
. Son of God to become Man, to ſuffer and 
to die, and confeſſeth that it was the ſins 
of the World, which could no other ways 
be atton'd for, than by the Death and 
Paſſion of the Son of God himſelf ; he 
who ſhall conſider that Man, who is 
Duſt and Aſhes, fell away from his Cre- 
ator, the great and good God, and liſted 
himſelf under the Devil's Banner, and ſo 
by his fins, provoked God's anger enough 
to have thrown him headlong into Hell; 
and withal ſhall confeſs it to be in part his 
own fault that the Son of God underwent 
ſuch Grief and Torments for others Crimes; 
== _ no doubt but ſuch an one will abhor him- 
M ſelf, and be amazed at the conſideration 
= of his own Guilt; and if he were left to 
himſelf to rely upon his own ſtrength, 
=; and knew no ways of appeaſing the wrath 
de God, he mult of neceſſity be driven 
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O is me, O Lord, mho was conceived 
aud born in fin | The thoughts of my 
heart are inclined unto evil from myTouth ! Wo 

| is me who have ſinned againſtthee my Creatoar, 
| and bountiful Lord, aud have done wile in thy 
fight; But T acknow-leage mine iniquity, and my 
| fins are everbefore me: Oh that my head were 
waters, any mine eyes a fountain of tears, that! 
ee e for my fe , 
I have ſo often offended thee my Lord and 1 

IH Creatour, Whither ſball I fly ? who will inter- 
; cede for me ? who will - deliver we in the © 
day of thy fierce angere that I periſh not for .. 
ver? Alas ! there is none to ſave but ii, 
Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: But foraſmuch 
as Faith in him is not our own work; but 
thy gift, bleſſed Lord, let thy Holy . Spirit 8 
excite, preſerve and daily increaſe in my _. 
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heart a true: and lively, Faith: O Holy F. 
ther, ſince no man knoweth. the Son, but: thou 
only ; neither knoweth any man thee, ſave thy 

| Son, and to he whomſorver. the Son will reveal 

WH thee; dram ine I be ſeeth thee unto. him, ia 

began. in me ; Eſtabliſh inme a firm. Faith 
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64 Scnnertus's Meditations. 
in my Saviour to the laſt breath of my life; 
that amongſt the many various errors and opini. 
onsof this World, I may not in the leaſt be per- 


verted from the true Faith, but may always Ml. 
ank and obtain the remiſſion of my ſins from 
; thee, through the Merits and interceſſion 0 
tie ſame thy Son our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Amen. 0 N WE 
 CHAP:AIL | 


That we are to fly for refuge to the 
Mercies of God, and to believe in 


UI the Chriſtian is not to deſpair, 
altho' he muſt acknowledge him- 
* ſelf to be a ſinner: And for as much as 
= - he knows that God ſo loved the World, 
= that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
* foever, believeth in him ſhould not periſh, bit 
Hbluave everlaſting life, John 3. 16. he there 
1 the Mercies of God through the Merits of 
Chriſt: For themerciful God hath promiſed 
= ., pardon of ſins to true Penitents; this we 
© | find indivers places of Scripture, 4, for 
= * the wickedneſs of the wicked, he ſhalt 2 
—_— . N 
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Sennertus s Meditations 
Fall thereby, in the day that he turneth from "2 
. bis wickedneſs, Ezek. 33. 12. for God is 
long · ſalfering to us ward, not willing that 
an) ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance, 2 Pet. 3. 9. As I live, faith the 
Lord God, 1 have no pleaſure in the death of 
the wicked, but that the wicked tur from 
his way und live, Ezek. 33. 11. A broken and 
| 4 contrite heart, God will not deſpiſe, Pfſal. 
: 51. 17. Therefore alſo now ſaith the Lord, try © 
Je even to me with all your heart, and with _ 
faſting, and with weeping, and with mourning: _ 
And rent your Heart, and not your garments, "I -_— 
and turn unto the Lord your God: For he 8 
1 is gracious and merciful, flow to anger aud 
of 7 75 kindyeſs, and repenteth him of the 
evil, Joel 2. 12, 13. Tarn ye unto me, ſaith ,. 
| the Lord of Hoſts, and I will turn unto you; '\ 
Zech. 1. 3. Seek ye after God, and your 
Soul ſhall live. A bruiſed reed ſhall he not 8 
J break, and ſmoaking flax ſhall be not quench, _ = 
Matt. 12. 20 Repent ye therefore, and ts ' 
converted, that yeur Sins may be blotted ut, © "i 
e 4. 3. 19. And therefore the true Penitent + 
n may with afflance approach unto God. ang 
f % 77 thou Lord Shouldeft mark iniquities; 
4 0 Lora, who ſhall ſtand? Plal, 130. 3. Fix 
thee, and am u more worthy to be called j Son, 8 
Luk. 15. 21: But 9 ages 
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to thy loving kindneſs: According unto the 
multitudes of thy tender mercies, Plal. 51. 1. 
And, God be merciful unto. me 4 ſinner 
Luk. 18. 13. Nor let him in the leaft 
doubt of the mercy of God, whilſt he 
relies on the merits of Chriſt; For the Son 
of Man came to ſave that which was 
Matt. 18. 17. and the Blood of Jeſus Chri 
cleanſeth us from all fin, 1 John 1. 7. And hee is 
tlzhbe propitiation for our ſins, and not for outs on. 
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ty, but alſo for the fins of the mhole Worla,x Joh, 

2. 2. There is therefore now no condemnation ti 

them which are in Chriſt Feſus, Rom. 8. 1. 80 

that he may reſt quiet in the mercies of God, 

and in the merits of Chriſt, as knowing that 

2 full Ranſom was paid for his ſins, and 
that a moſt abſolutely perfect rightouſnels, 
ahle to ſtand before the Judgment of Go 
Pas purchaſed and obtained for ſinners 
by the moſt holy obedience of Chriſt, 
Which he performed to his Father, both 
in his life and death; and which the 

, Holy Spirit offers to all the World in the 
Word and Sacramients, delicing . them 10 
accept of it: And to thoſe who do not relilt 
theſe means, he excites, increaſes, and con- 
firms their Faith, that they may receive 

the Grace of God purchaſed by Chriſt's 


tender unto them in the Di 


* 


* holy cra ments ; io | that 
1 „ | e The 


f Fra 2 1 4 
FA 


they may be confident, tliat he who hat! | 
begun a good work in them, will alſo per- 
25 it, and preſerve them in grace 3 
unto the end of their lives : Fer, lait 
St. Paul, I am perſwaded, that utit ber 
death, nor life, nor Angels, nor principalities, 
nor powers, nor things preſent, nor things 

to come, Nor. height, nor depth, nor any othes. 
creature ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the 
love of God which is in Chriſt Jeſus our . 
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\ tquity, and in "fin did in \ Mother 


th no good t hing and 1 fee another Jaw in 2 . 
members warring againſt the law of my minds 
From this corruption of nature it comes to paſs, | 


, 


that I am ſo diſobedient to thy Laws an 


Commandments ; even from my infancy until 
now, I haue infinite mays tranſgrefſed them 
in thought, word, and deed; the good things 
which I os ory J have not done, and the 
vil things which I ought not, I have commits, 
ted; ſo great ishe: number of my Sins, i lat 1 
an no langer remember them all. O Heavenly 
n ; bat I atknowledge my tt 
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683 Fennertus s Meditations. 


my ſin is ever before me: Have mercy upoy 
— 8 0 4.4 according, to thy — 
goodneſs, and cleanſe me from all, even my moſt 
ſecret fins: Enter not into judgment with thy 
Servant, and remember not the ſins of my 
youth: Lord, deſpiſe not a broken and à con- 
trite heart for with thee there is mercy and plen. 
teous redemption : To'thee then, O thou Son 
of God, aud my Saviour, I fly for ſaccour: 
Thou cameſt into the World to ſave, finners 
thou haſt called unto thee all that are weary and 
bear laden, and haſt promiſed to give them 
reſt and eaſe: Behold I come unto the, 
bowed together with the weight of my ſins, 0 
do thou lift me up; for thou art the Lan 
of God that takeſt away the fins of the World; 
thou diedſt that all that believe in thet 
ſbould not periſh, but have everlaſting Hf 
Lord Jeſu I believe inthee, O pity and heh 


wy infirmities, Amen. 
— — — — - 1 


CHAP. XII. 
That we muſt live Holily. 5 


U T it is not enough barely to know, 
that Chriſt died for fin : Since the 
Devils are not ignorant of this; mere n 
ledge which puſfeth upx Cor. 8. 1. is one 9 
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Sennertus's Meditations. 69 
and a vain boaſting of Faith is another, and 
a true lively Faith is another; which, 
as by an inward formal Act, it receives 
and apprehends Chriſt with all his benefits 
to Juſtification, ſo alſo outwardly it work- 
th by love, Gal. 5. 6. And therefore 
Chriſt having redeemed us from the 
hands of our Enemies, we ought to ſerve 
him in Righteouſneſs and Holineſs 
all the days of our life: To this purpoſe 
St.. Paul exhorts us: That Chriſt died for 
all, that they which live, ſhozld not hence- 
forth live unto- themſelves, but unto him 
which died for them, and roſe again, 2 Cor. 
g. 15. For the grace of God that bringeth 
Salvation, hath appeared to all Men: Teach- 
ing us that denying _—_— and Worldly 
Luſts we ſhould live Soberly, Righteoafly, and 
Godly in this preſent World : Lookeng" fas 
that bleſsed hope, and the glorious apptarin* 

F the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus © 
"Wl Chrif: Who gave himſelf for us, that 
Le night Redeem us from all iniquity, and 
puriſie unto himſelf a peculiar People, æca- 

lous of good works, Tit. 2. 11. &c. All 
they therefore that think to have their 
ſins remitted, whilſt they go on in their 
wickedneſs, deceive themſelves, and make 

a mock at the Merits of Chriſt, and may 

lo fall away as even 7s cruciſe unto them- 
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76 Sennertus's Meditations. 
ſelves the of Cod afreſh, and put him to an 
en . ſhame, Heb. 6. 6. And Account the 
2 of the Covenant wheremith they were 
Sauttified, an unholy thing, and do deſpight 
unto the Spirit of grace, Heb. 10, 29. For 
ſince Chriſt hath redeemed us from the 
Slavery of Satan, and reſtored us again 
=. to our former liberty; it is very. fitting 
E. that we ſhould lead a new life, bid fare- 
—_ wel) to all iniquity, and ſerve God with 
a pare heart fervently. Now this reſtoring 
Man to his priſtine ſtate, in which God 
at firſt created him, and from whence by 
1 ſin he fell, is in holy Writ ealled a Re 
mov ation; Or a nem Creatare: For ſo ay; 
= the Apoftle, Eph. 4. 22, 23. &c. Pat: 
3 concerning the former Converſation, the oli 
—_— Man, which is corrupt according to the deceit- 
_ Fil Lats, And be renewed in the Spiri 
= F your mind; and put on the nem Man, whith 
1 "after God is Created in Rightouſneſs ani 
_ rae Holineſs : Wherefore putting away thin, 
_ =» ſpeak every truth with his Neighbour, for w 
= are members one of another: Be he ang 
ind fin not, let not the Sun go down apos 
A jour wrath : Neither give place tothe Devil 
= £ * Le. him that Hole, Neal no more; but rather | 
—_ let him labour, working with his hands, tht 
thing which is good, that he may have to givt 
de him that mitdcth: Ert nocorragt Comme. 
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which is good to the uſe of edifying, that 


grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby 
Je are ſealed unto the day of Redemption, 
Let all bitterneſs, and wrath, and anger, 
and clamour, and evil ſpeaking be put away 
from you with all Malice, And be ye kind 
one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Chriſt's ſake hath 
forziven you: And a little after: But 
Fornication and all auncleanneſs, or Cove- 
touſneſs, let it not be once named among ſt 
zou, Eph. 5. 3. Although it plainly. ap- 
pears from this Exhortation of the Apoſtle, 
4 what a Regenerate Man (whoſe ſins are 

pardon'd ) is to do, and what he is to 


7 whole exerciſe of Godlineſs under theſe two 


ith Heads, viz. The love of God, and of : 


1 our Neighbour : This is the Sum of all 
„the Commandments; as our Saviour him- 


"WM {If teaches us, Thou ſhalt love the Lord 
JM thy God, with all thy Heart, and with all _ 
' ſtrength, and mith © 
nd; and thy Neighboar as thy ſelf, © 


pon thy Soul, + md with all thy 7 
46% Hind; an 
Mat. 22. 37, Luke 19. 27, 
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nitation proceed out of your mouth, but thas 


it may miniſter grate unto the Hearers: And © 


avoid ; yet we may briefly comprize the 


am not able to do any good thing, do thos 
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The PRAYER 


Merci ful Father, who in thy Son Je. 

ſus Chriſt, haſt pardoned all my (ins ; 
what ſhall I render anto thee for all the Be- 
nefits which thou haſt beſtowed on me? Grant 
that I may delight my ſelf in thy Command - 
ments; that I may not love the World nor 
the things in it, but may crucifie my fleſh, 
with its Aﬀettions and Luſts ; guide me with 
thy Holy Spirit, that I may daily penfgvere 


in true Repentance, may war 4a good warſare, 


keep Faith and a good Conſcience, and in- 
creaſe more and more in Righteouſneſs and 


Hiolineſs, working that which is apr apo, in 


thy fight : And for as much as of my ſelf 


O Lord, who giveſt both to will and to do, 


perfect that good work thou haſt begun 
2 


in me, 


and bring it to an Happy 
and keep me in all my ways, that I depart 


not from thy Statutes: Lead me in the paths 

of thy Commandments: Let thy word be 

4 Lanthorn unto my Feet, and a light unto my 

12 paths: Order my ſteps in thy Word, und let not 


, 


any iniquity have Dominion over me, Pl. 
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moſt pofitable, and beautiful; 
is nothing can be ſuppos d better and more 


CHAP. XIV. 


| That God is to 5 loved above alt 


TO: 


us; Chriſt by his Death 


rit ſanctifies us, and leads us to everlaſting 
life, therefore are we to love God above 


all things wh whatever. Love naturally deſires 


what is good and excellent; and what 
any one loves that he always eſteems beſt, 


beautiful than God, and therefore he is to 
be loved above all thin 8 
firſt Commandment; Tho 


Iſrael, the Lord our God is one Lord: And 
thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all 


thine Heart, and with all thy S 00 and with 
all th Might Deut. 6. 4. Mark 12. 29. 


He who loves God above all things, hath 
no other Gods ; but who ever loves any 


thing more than God, he eg that his 


God; Tor. he prefers it before Bans "and- 


OR as much as God at firſt i 
redeem» 


ed us from eternal death ; and the Holy Spi- 


now there | 


This is the 
5 u ſbalt 1 no 
other Gods before me, Exod. 20. 3. Hear O © 
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Man come to me, and hate not his Father 


alienate his Affections from 


ever -it may tend to the gratification of his © 


ſets it up as an Idol in his Heart: There. 
fore a Chriſtian is to deſpiſe all things 
in teſpect of God, how great and pofitable, 
how beautiful and deſirable ſoever they 
may appear, and whatever he loves, he 
therefore loves them, becauſe they are 
dear and acceptable unto God, but whatever 
God hates, that the Chriſtian to is deſpiſe; 
Thus our Saviour teacheth us: If any 


and Mother, and Wife and Children, and 

Brethren and Sitters, yea, and his own Life 
alſo, he cannot be my Diſciple, Luk. 14. 26, 
27. He that loveth his Life, ſhall loſe it; 


and he that hateth his Life in this World, 


Ball keep, it unto Life Eternal, John. 12. 
25. That is to ſay, a Chriſtian ought to 


deſpiſe himſelf, and all that he hath, and» 


every thing in the World in reſpeQ of God ; 
to defire nothing, to. love nothing 'that may 
| od „ however 
ſpecious it may ſeem, or how much ſo- 


rofit, fame or glory: So that 
e ſtudies. the practice of Vertue, 
et he doth it not to advance his own vain 


lory and Honour, but becauſe he know- 


leaſure 
rlidugh 


* 


ſoeyer he doth, he doth all to the glory 


Vorld, 
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the whole World: 
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when we can deſpiſe Pleaſures, Ri. 
Honours, and all the World enz 779 
when God is dearer to us than any tLing 
beſides, and when we dare not” do any 
evil for the love of any Man or thing 4 
it- this ſeem: bard, 
yet is it very juſt and reaſonable: Fer 
if we love any thing becauſe we ſind it 
profitable to us, confider,” that" every ching 
we poſſeſs, we have from God; if we 
love any other things becauſe” they, are 
ood, God is the Chiefeſt good, 'yel, 
Goodneſs it ſelf: If we love 'iches; "a 
things are God's; he is Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, he flleth the needy with 2 
things „ and- dilpe es _— 
pleaſerh : If we love Honour, what greater = 
Fader can there be, than when the Son; t 
Man ſhall come in great power and glory, "| 
that they who have lov'd him and for his ſake 
have left all gn in the world, ſhould alſo 
fit upon Seats, and Judge the Tribes of Vi 
All Worldly things are changeable and 
- mentary, and the various viciffi 
mane Affairs, occaſion nothing but (Ares, 
Sorrows and V exations ofSoul; Hut the 5 
love of God cauſeth per 
Tranquility of Mind; according to 
of David: My Fleſb > and 3 Heart faileth - 
"Boe God ir the 'rengelr & Hart, and ; 
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76  Sennertuss Meditations 
"portion for ever, Plal. 73. 36. If for the 


- 


ſabe of God we loſe our Worldly goods 


the great God alone is more worth than 
all, and whoever enjoys him, hath all things 
elſe: For in God are all things that we can 
wiſh for or deſire; as faith our Lord: 
Every one that. bath forſaken Houſes, or 
Brethren, or Siſters, or Father, or Mother, 
or Wife, or Children, or Lands for my 
names ſate, ſhall receive an hundred fold, 
and ſhall inherit everlaſting life, Matt. 19. 
ij 89, And again; if 4 Man love me, my 
=  *'Father will love him, and we will come anto 
= Him, and make our abode with him, John 
134. 23. This may ſeem hard to Fleſh 
and Blood, but Chriftianiry cannot other · 
= wiſe ſubſiſt: The true Chriſtian loves 
1 nothing better than God, and whoever 
doth, prefers the Creature before the 
In ſhort, the Chriſtian doth all to the 
ary of God ; he ſeeks not his'own plea- 
lure or profit, or honour in any thing, but 
dot h all out of love to God, and for God's 
= honour: And he that loves God truly 
and ſincerely, loyes only thoſe things that 
= are dear and acceptable to God, and hates 
all things that God hates: T his Holy 
=  _Mea ia all Ages ſtudiouſly perform'd, eſ- 
pecially the Martyrs; the World indeed e. 


4 


oo 


Por as our Saviour ſays, what ſhall A pref 
4 Man to gain the whole World, and loſe 


his own Soul ? Matt. 16. 26, .- _ 
Virtue it {elf and good works are nee 
pleaſing to God, if in them a Man ſeeks 
lis own glory, and not the glory of G . Mi 
alone: And from hence it appears, how  ' 
vain the Thoughts of Men are; they ſped 
many Days and Nights in Labour -and _ 
Study, that they may get Learning, and 
appear renowned in the World; but to 
be made partakers of the Divine Nature, = 
can ſcarcely. ſpare ſo much time from their 
buſineſs, - as to recite one ſerious Prayers © © 
What troubles: do Merchants undergo, x 
how many dangers dothey run in hopes 
of being rich? And of how little value aer 
the things they gain? Nay were they as 
truly great and precious as they ſeem to be, | 
yet Death would quickly ' deprive. them g * 

| all: But on the contrary, how great are 
| thoſe good things, which God will give 
in the other life to thoſe that love him? 
which we have already treated * "00 _ 
CP 7 e fourth _—_ 
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Chapter; That Life will be voi 
evil, and repleniſnd with all 
and happineſs that can be deſired. 
there we ſhall openly | behold the Glory 
of God, and enjoy Commu-· 
im; there we ſhall not only 
| 19 mn: gs that are 
without intermiſſion in / praiſe /, 
Eternal King, by the Angels, Ar 
and all the Bleſſed, but ſhall al 
Ire, and praiſe God for 


DS there is no darknef,: no night, 90 

cold nor heat, no alteration of Seaſons, no 

hanger nor thirſt, no labour nor we * 
kneſs nor death the Glory of God ſhall: 


he ſhall thirſt no more. ' God i ll be 
ſtrength, 32 
there be all in all. 


le, that ſo after Death, 


things here below vaniſh and diſi 
he may be made a partaker of this 
neſs, wherein God will be all in all? 
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ly Spirit: Lord, by how many. Dale 85 

obliged to love thee my only good 
vain and empty are theſe Tranſitory 
which after this life is ended, muſt all 
left behind! Grant therefore that I mag ſe 
my Aﬀettions on things above, that . 
teſre hee alone, and be inſlam d 1 
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zt we are to love our Nei 
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beloved, whom a Chriſtian ought 
to love as himſelf: And theſe two, the 
=_ love of God, and of our Neighbour, are 
joyned together by an indiſſoluble Bond; 
Jo that the love of God can never be ſe- 
parated from the love of our Neighbour : 
hgBis Brother, he is a Har. He who is angry 
mul his Brot her without casſe, doth not 
love God: No one can hurt his Brother, 
but at the ſame time he offends God: 
And therefore amongſt the Characters of 
2 a Chriſtian, this is one of the chief, to love 
> our Neighbour: A nem commandment, ſaith 
= our Saviour, I give unto you, that ye lowe, 
Wo ons another; By this fhul al Mon kno 
a that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one 
13850 another, John 13. 34, 35. Although a Imi 
EE  -* Chriſtian be endued with all other Ver- tes 
= ues, yet without Charity, they will all =: 


MN 


4 — " © - 2 — 


« * * 
£ ; > 


„ 


Rr 


TOO": 


F IR Rs Re: 4 


F PP 


ws © _ Lad? add ——_ 


G 

: y WW 
O22 EY x8 A be Rel 

353 


„ r h 

‚ r OO RS r 
RR 6 * Ff. ̃—ͤœ—ð . . AR BI I oo 

TY Ka ne . 7 Ro „ > FRE. 8 9 * 
Vs 1 ed N * Bd. * R Fs bas * 5 - FP e * a 

; * „„ͤͤĩ?qê3 e 8 ; 
ff.! 2 O21 * * 
bi 9 £s # * * 
2 5 2 


2% C - 
Fey * 2 
3 4% > 1 
„ 
2 
| *. 


: 5 3 
2 5 

* 
- =, 
Py 


5 
2 + -» 
tall 


* 4 * 


— 
* - 
EY 


* . 2 a 623 
5” 7 MM . 
4 ; ; 
| | . . . a 8 * 1 * 
E a T - I Senne F | - 2 g 
* 1 N _ Y 4 
N % Sg. 5g p 3 $35 


* 


of Men and of Angels, and. laue not Chari- 
ty, I am become as ſounding Braſs, or 4 tink= 


ling Cymbal. And though I have the gift” 
of Prophecy, .and ee e all Myiteries 


and all knowledge; and have no Charity, I 


am nothing, 1 Cor, 13. 1. &c. In the 


laſt Judgment, the Faith of Men ſhall be 
judged by their Charity: Whilſt the 
juſt Judge ſhall ſay to the Blefled, I was. 


an hungred, and ye gave me meat; I was 


thirſty, and ye gave me drin; I was a Hiran- 
ger, and ye #00k me in; naked and Je clothed me; 
I was fick, and ye viſited me; I was in pri- 
ſon; and ye. came unto me; and for, as much © 


43 ye have done it unto the leaſt of theſe, ye 


have done it unto me. And on the contrary, to 
the wicked he ſhall lay ; I was an hung red, 
and ye gave me no meat; I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me no drint; Iwas a ſtranger, and ye took. 
me not in; naked, and ye cloathed ine not; ſic and 

in priſon and ye viſited me not aud for armuch as 
ze did it not to one of the leaſt of theſe, Je did 
it not to me, Matt, 25. By this Chriſtians 


are diſtinguiſhed from the Heathen; "they 
indeed love their Friends; but Chrilti 
muſt love their Enemies, as our - Saviour 


teacheth us: Bus I {ay unto you; love your Enes 
mies, Bleſs them that Curſe you,do good to them 
uI ß 16's 6,4: „ D # 
hat hate you; pray for them which deſpitefully uſe 
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MY Jos and perſerute you: That ye may be th; 
Children of your Father which is in Heaven; 
. - For he maketh the Sun to riſe on the evil and og 
"= the good, and ſendeth rain onthe Jaſt, and u 
= the Unjuſt : For if ye love them which lone 

Joos what reward have ye ? Do not even th 
Publicans the ſame? And if ye ſalu 
your Brethren only, what do ye more thu 
others; do not even the Publicans ſo? B 
3 je therefore perfect, even as your Fatbe 
_ which is in Heaven is perfetf, Matt. 
-- 44. &c. For the Eminency and Prerogy 
_— tive of a Chriſtian conſiſts, in- overcoming 
= the World and the Fleſh: According 
3 St. Paul thus ad viſeth us; Recompence to 
Man evil for evil: Provide things honeſt is 
1 the fight of all Men : F it be poſſible as mud 
= 4s lieth in you, live peaceably with all Men 
Dteariy beloved, avenge not your ſelves — 
„„ thine Enemy hunger, feed him; if he thin 
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give him arink; for in jo doing, thou bu 
'._ heap Coals of fire on his Head. Be wh - 
overcome of Evil, but overcome Evil will 

good, Rom. 13. 17, 18, 19, 20, 21. 
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"ommandment, that we ſhould love one 
aol her; ani wenteſt before us by thy Ex- 
ample in doing good, ag prajing for thine 
Enemies; grant that we may bear brot herly 
love and Eindneſs to all Men, that we muy, 

hurt no body, but do good to all Mex, ebe, 


to our Enemies, and commit all Revenge 70 . = 
thr done : Take from us,.O Lord, e, 
Hatred, Malice, and all bitterneſs of Spirit, = 


that the Sun may not go down u 752 our wrath,” . ; 
but . that we may orgive, thoſe that have — = 
T reſpaſſed 20 % us, even as. we defir fre. 


_- 


thee Fo forgive us our Treſpaſſes. Grant unto. 


us kindueſs and good will, that our Faith may. "4 
work by love, and all Men maj ſin, that we 


are thy Diſciples indeed; © 8 0 On 
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a Chriltigo, if he love 
ove all, and his Neig 
as kimfelf; and orders all his Actions 
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not eaſily be tempted to commit any Hei. 
nous Crime; yet becauſe ſins do eaſily in- 


tian to arm himſelf a gainſt the Aſſault 
of all Capital Sins: For as in War, he 
that knows the Enemy is near,  provideth 
Watches and Sentinels, that ſo he may 
at all times be in a readineſs to oppoſe the 
hand, with which we may reſiſt the Ege. 
fare by which we overcome the World, 
and our own ſelves, and we'ought daily} 
if Men would but take half the pains in 
Fiety in their Minds, as they do in geit. 


there would be fewer offences in the World, 
Aad the exerciſes of Vertue would be 
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the love of God, and of his Neighbour, wil 


ſinuate themſelves under the mask of good; 
and the World, the Fleſh, and the Devi 
do endeavour a thouſand ways by allure. 
ments, by deceits, or by force, to tempt 
us from our good purpoſes and reſolutions WW x 
of living well; it therefore behoves a Chri- 


himſelf with all neceſſary Weapons, keep 
Enemy: In like manner it is our Duty, 
to have always our Spiritual Armour at 
mies of our Salvation, the World, t 
Fleſh, and the Devil : This is that War- 
to improve ourfelves in it: Wherefore 
vanquiſhing their Luſts, and implanting 


ting Riches, hunting after "Honours, and 
reſolving. nice and intricate Queſtions, 
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more frequent and vigorous amongſt Men, 

And whereas all that are in the World, 
are the Luft of the the F 
Eyes, and the Pride of L 


Luxury, Envy, Anger, Enmity and Ha- 


Duty of a Chriſtian diligently to conſider, 
how he may beſt fortifie himſelf againſt 


2 * 


A we 

And firſt againſt Pride: The Chriſti- 
an may eaſily cure himſelf of this Evil, 
by accuſtoming himſelf ro Humility, and 
conſidering how little one Man is better 
than another. We are born all alike; one 


one is ſick as well as another; and we 


whence we were taken: And indeed this 
conſideration alone, that ig a ſhort time we 
muſt all die, is ſufficient to keep us from 
Pride, and lifting up our ſelves above our 


high minded, and boaſt themſelves of their 
Noble Extract, their Beauty, Wiſdom, 
Honours, Riches, and ſuch like gifts of 
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leſh, the Lu## of the 
„ and the | fe, 1 Joh. 2. 16. or 
the love of Pleaſures, Riches, and Ho- 
nours; and thoſe Enormous Sins which ariſe - 
TY from hence, as Pride, Covetouſneſs, 


tred, and the like: It is therefore the 


wants Meat and Drink as well as another; 


all die, and return unto the Earth from 


Fellows: For ſhould any begin to be 


God; let them conſider, that in a little 
while, they muſt Deſcend into the Grave, 
MH 55 | | 


9 
1 8 
3 Ry >. 
<3 _ 
2M 588 
_ 150A EAN 


eie 3 
4s « n 9 
£ Wh 4 < 2% Y 2 
„ 
3 "0, SR 
> T 


Ws hen fare. their Haughty Sp Spirits will be 


before they de 
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Tombs of the Dead, he will there find ng 


* Meditations. 


brought down and humbled :* They mult 
ſoon leave all their Worldly Enjoy ments, 
and be laid i 5 the Duſt, and perhaps 
trampled on 1 thoſe very en, Who 
piſed and oppreſſed. Why 

then is duſt and aſhes proud? Whoſoeye 
proud let him go to the Vaults and 


difference, nothing within but ſteach and 
rottenneſs; and let him conſider that of 
the Plalmiſt, Pal. 37 35. I have ſeen th 
Wicked, in great power and * 2 
like à green Bay- tree: Tet he p ins 
"and Lo, he was not; 2 I; er im, 
he could not be Cad: hy A Fro 
cording to the advice of 122 Love! t 
Brethren, and deſpiſe not in thy Heart 
Bret hren; for in Pride is deſtrackion, * 
much trouble, Tob. 4. This caſt, Ls 
cifer irom Heaven : 8 or Gad reſiſel 
e Proud, 77 ivet h grace to the Hamill 
5 Per. 5 5. 11 thou ſhouldeſt find al 
thing in 4 ſelf, for which others praikli 
thee, ſay th the Ipoltle; By the grulf | 
52 God, I am what Jam, 1 1 Cor. 15. io ;; 
and zot unto us O Lord, not unto us, Wh t 
unto thy Name, give. glory, Plal, 115 ? 
1 And, Lord I am not worthy, of the 2 ] 
of ail 25 Maritess: For what hast th ch | 
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that thou didſt not receive, Gen. 32. 10. W M 3 
1 Cor. 4. 7. And ſince thou didſt receive 7. 
from God all that thou haſt, it ſhould 1 
rather be an occaſion to humble thee, than 5 
to make thee proud; If you find any thing | 
good in you, you ought to think that o- 
thers are better, that ſo you may keep r 
your ſelf humble; neither ſhall we be _ 
acquitted by our own, but by the 
Jadgmest of God, who is oftentimes di- - 
pleaſed with what we like very well. ge 
not too curious in judging others, but ra 
ther turn your Eyes on your own ſelf:-lm 8 
judging others, one may eafily miſtake, © 8 
and very often ſin; But our labour will 
not be in vain, if we examine and judge 
our ſelves: Neither is it lawful for rtde 
Rich Men of this World, to be proud of 
their Wealth, and prodigally to ſpend it 
after their own Luſts: For they as well! 
as others, are but Stewards of thoſe Rich- 
es which God hath committed to their © 7”. 
Truſt ; and the more they have, the more 
they muſt give an account of. And thus Ho- _ "= 
ly David prayed when he was dying; A 
that is in the Heaven and in the Earth ies. 
thine: Thine is the King dom, and thou art 
exalted as Head above all: Both Riches and © 


Honour come of thee, 1 Chr. 29. 11. And 
by.the Prophet Haggai, God ſays; ThaSil- 
C 25 
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wer is mine, and the Gold mine, Hag. 2. 8. 
And if God gives them unto any one, it 
15 not to wa them haughty, or that 
they ſhould ſpend them prodigally ; but 
that the Poor ſhould be partakers with 


them. Be careful therefore not to be lifted 


up, or abuſe thy Riches and Power; for 
4 ſharp Judgment ſhall be to them that ar: 
in High places: For Mercy will ſoon pardon the 
meaneſt, but mighty Men ſhall be mightih 
formented, Wild. 6. 5, 6 a 
And then againſt Covetonſneſs, let the 
Chriſtian Arm himſelf with this Conſide- 
ration of Job; Naked came I out of m 


Mothers Womb, and naked ſhall I retars 


thither, Job 1. 21. And with that of Solo. 
mon: As he came forth of his Mothirs 
Womb, naked ſhall he return, to go as bt 
came, and ſball take nothing of his labour, 


which he may carry away in his hand, FEcclel. 


5. 15. As alſo that of St. Paul; we brought 


nothing into this World, and it is certain ne 


can carry nothing, out x Tim. 6. 7. Let us 
not vainly deceive our ſelves with the Rich 
Man in the Goſpel, who ſaid to his Soul; 
Soul thou hat much goods laid up for many years 
take thine eaſe; Eat, Drink, and be Merry, 


Jeſt we hear from God the ſame Sentence 
as he did; Thea Fool, this night ſhall thy Soul 
be required of thee ; then whoſe ſhall i 
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Sennertus s Meditations. 39 
be which thou haſt provided? Luk. 12. 19, 
20. Let us therefore always remember the 
Apoſtle's Advice; If we have food and rai- 
ment, let us be therewith content, 1 Tim. 6. 
8. And that of the Pſalmiſt; I have teen 
young, and now am old, yet have I not ſeen 
the Righteous forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
bread, Pal. 37. 25. Remeniber alſo our 


God, and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe things 
ſhall be added anto you. No man can ſerve 
two Matters, God and Mammon, Matt. 
6. 33. Did we but throughly conſider 
how much trouble, and danger, and evil 
too, Riches bring with them, we ſhould. 
not ſo greedily covet after them: The 
love and deſire of Mony is more vexa- 
tious than the uſe thereof can be either 
pleaſing or profitable. Riches are not got 
without trouble, and ſeldom without 


are not kept without Care, nor loſt with- 
out Sorrow: What good hath the Richeſt 
Man in the World from all his Treaſures. _ 
more than this, that he may live upon: 
them? And ſince our lives are ſo very 


up for ſo many years? At the end of our- 
Lives, the condition of him that hath pok, 
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ſinning againſt, and offending God; The, 


ſeſled but little, will not be worſe, oF — 
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ſhort, what need is there for Hoarding 
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| nothing after thou art dead? Nor is there 


Another Vice the 
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better than bis that hath poſſeſſed much; 


for he hath had leſs trouble whilſt he liv'd 


and hath a leſs account to give up when 
he is dead. What then, O Man, do thoſe 
things profic thee, which are good for 


any need to ſcrape together a great deal of 
Wealth, that we may leave an Eſtate - to 
our Children and Heirs ; This indeed ſeems 


plauſible, and hath deceiv'd many: But 


who knows what our Heirs ſhall be, whe- 
ther thankful or ungrateful? And it is- 


certain that great Riches left to Children, 


do more often prove the incitements and 
occaſions of Wickedneſs, than of Virtue : 
If any one attentively minded what daily 


Happens. in the World, he would find, 


that very many poor Mens Children did 
raiſe themſelves to Wealth and Emineacy ; 


and on the contrary, many Rich mens Chil- 
_ dren did prodigally ſpend the Eſtates left 
them by their Parents, and became miſe- 
rably poor: In ſhort: therefore, goalineſs 


with contentment, is great gain, 1 Tim. 
6. 6. | : * ; . | | 

the Chriſtian 1s to Arm 
himſelf againſt, is Luxury: Now to extin- 


guiſh the exorbitant and unruly Luſts and 
. Defires of the Fleſh, and to hinder us 
from treating it with ſoftneſs mrs +: 1 

. 1 „„ 5 . et 


Jex5 afien.gandderaiugatinle-whitc hes -— 
our Bodies will. become. ſtinking Carkaſes ; bz 


2 of all the moſt difficy „the Conflict 


For what is our Fleſh, how finely. ſoever 
it be treat Cloathed, and fed, and 
pampered, but food for Worms ? Laram 


chietly comprehends Laſt and 3 5 


he ainſt Laſt a Chriſtian 
ortifie fs The e c 


perpetual, but the Victory rare: — 


therefore what St. Paul ſays; Flee Fornicati- 


on; Every fin that a Man doth is without the 
Body; but he that committeth Fornication, fin- 
neth againſt bis own Body, 1 Cor. 6. 18, Our 
Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 


the ee into which! 18 re ceived 4 


= Loa not wot» IS thee - in the 
Streets of the. City, neither mander thou in 
the Solitary places thereof: Turn away thine 


Eye from a Beautiful Woman, and eh not 
ape anot hers Beauty. 


Druntenneſs, which is the other part tor 


Luxury, is like ſome other Vices, more 4d 


cially to be avoided, becauſe now a days 


it is by many thought no ſin, but rather 


accounted praiſe · worthy; although ihberede 
no Plague more dangerous to Chriſty 


and. nothing. more 1 y 1 chan 
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work of the Lord, neither couſtders the operati= 
ons of his Hands, Iſa. 5. 12. Drunkards ſhall 
not inherit the 'Kyngdom' of God, 1 Cor. 
6. 10. Wine and Drunkennefs,: captivate 


the Heart of Man, ſo that the Holy Spirit 


will no longer” reſide in him. It is very 


dangerous even to be once Drunk: For 


our Saviour adviſeth us 10 tate heed to oar 
ſelves, leſt at any time our Hearts be overcharg- 


be ſober and to watch unto Prayer, becauſe 


the hour is uncertain when the Son of Man 


will come; we therefore ought always to 


keep our ſelves free from this ſin, becauſe 


we muſt appear before the Tribunal of 


Chriſt, in the ſame ſtate as we were in at 
the hour of Death. Let every one there- 
fore conſider what a terrible thing it would 
be for a Man whilſt he is Drunk, to be 


taken on a ſudden out of the Land of the 


living, by ſome unexpected Fall, by the 


Sword, or ſome other Violence, or by a 


fit of an Apoplexy; and withal, let 


Drunkards conſider how many poor Chrif- 
tians there are in the World, who would 


think themſelves happy, if they might ſa» 


tisfie their Appetites with Bread and ſmall 
Drink, whilſt they ſo unjuſtly and laviſhly 
waſt the precious Gifts of God; let _ 
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beware, leſt, at laſt it happens to them; 
as it did to that Rich Glutton, who when 
he had fared Sumptuouſſy every day, and 
denied . Lararus the. Crums that fell 
from his Table, he was buried in Hell, 


where not ſo _ as a drop of Water would 5 


be allowed him to cool his Tongue in thoſe 
infernal Flames. 5 


And becauſe Taleneſi adminiſters, the 
greatelt Fuel to Laxury; therefore more 


eſpecially avoid Idleneſs : Be always. in- 
tent about mething or other; Meditate, 
Read, Write, P y, Work, 1 OF follow: I 
ligently 5 64fal As =» ou 
ings; and by theſe means the love of 
Pleaſures will be more Ea damp'd, and 
exſtinguiſhed. | 

yn" lg fin, we are to. arm our. ' ſelves 
againſt is Envy, which is a deviliſh-Vice, 
and according to ſome, was the cauſe of 
Satan's Fall, and which made him endea- 


vour the overthrow of Mankind: Againſt 


this let us conſider, that all the good things 
we enjoy, are not from our 1 but are 
diſpenſed and diſtributed amon os bugs 
great Lord of all, as he ſees 


then, O Man, uld thine Eye 8 evil, 
becauſe he is 


bour? It is 3 thy Duty, when tñou 
things ſucceed well with thy Nag 


. 


of your particular Call- 


— 


good and kind to th Neigh- 5 


— 


- 


= & 


bour, to 


think that thou art not worthy 


ſperity, or that it would not be profitable 


give a unto prog pore td 


of flich Pro- 


unto thee * Why ſhouldſt thou envy an- 


thy loſs or hurt? 


other ' thoſe A he poſſeſſet h without 
When as if he had them 


not, thou wouldſt not have them: Is it 
not a property of the Devil, when thou art 


by the juſt 
Miſery or 
were ' miſerable alſo? 


what good mp em mot 


canſt not by it, trans 


oods unto thy ſelf: T hou 
breakeſt thy Heart Wich 
venation and Anguiſh;thon art only thy own 


2 


Tormentor and Executioner. 


moſt 


Laſtly, 


udgment of God under any 


"rouble; to wiſh that others 


conſider 
Rk thoy 


After all, the 


nt Remedy for Envy, is to be 


Humble, to avoid Pride and Covetouſneſs, 
from whence Envy generally 
For whoever lives contented with his own 
condition, never envies the Honours and 


Riches of other Men. 


* 


2 4 


roceeds: : 


8 


N 


24 4 5 


And to name no more, the Chriſtian 


ought to fortifie his m 


ind 


Emity, and Hatred, landes ng 


accuſation, by confiderin g that 


a Man is out of Charity wi 
bour, ſo long he is unacce 


f 


45 


ith his 


init, An 
155 2% falle 
the while 


table to God; 
inſomuch,- char: fuch an one nk e 


— 
* ww 
I. 


| 7 7 „ Tas, we ER GOD IE IS Ss WS ro nt 


* 
* 
* 


# 


2 
= 


1. 1 
CY - Sv 
* e * 
A 
* 


. 


oh 1 Fo 
. £249 7 n 
# wb "i 
vs 
* 
. 


_ Teſtament, could offer no Sacrifice to God; 


er which our Lord hath taught us: For thus 
our Saviour Admoniſheth-us, / thos bring 
thy gift to the Altar, and there remembref# 
that thy Brother hath ought againſt ther; 
leave there thy gift, and go thy n; firſt 
be reconciled to thy Brother, and then come 
and offer thy gift, Matt. 5. 23, 24. 
And in the Lord's Prayer we Pray; For- 
give ns our Debts, 4s m forgive onr Debt. 
ors, Matt. 6. 12. which is farther en- 
forced at the end of the Prayer, by this 
reaſon; for if ye 
ſes, your heavenly Fat 
But if ye forgive not men their treſpaſſes, hei- 
tber will your Father forgive your treſpaſſes, 
verſ. 14, 15. Let us alſo reflect on thoſe 
ſevere words of our Saviour: Bat I 
unto you, that whoſoever is angry with bis 


the Judgment; and whoſoeyer ſhall ſay to b 

rooms Raca; ſhall be Jo 5 As Coun- 
* il; but whoſoever bal ſos thos fool, fa 

be in danger of Hell fire, | Matt. 5. 22. 
and in another place: Love your Enemies; 
that Carſe you, and pray for them which d. 


do je alſo % 


that Men ſhould do anto Jon, 
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forgive Men their Treſpaſ- 
will alſo forgive jon: 


Brother without a canſe, ſhall be in danger of _ 
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„„ „ 4 Mur derer. We, have, good. feaſon to. 
hear with the infirmities of others, becauſe 
there are many things which others muſt 


them? _ Firſt caft ant the Beam out of thine 
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5 them likewiſe: For if Je love them which lous 
os, what thank have ye? For ſinners alſo 
love thoſe that love them: But love 
ve your Enemies, and do good, and your re. 
ward [ball be great, and je ſhall be the Chil. 
dren of the Higheſt; for he is kind anto the 
unt hanlfal, and to the evil, Be ye therefore 
merciful, as your Father alſo is merciful, 
wage not, and ye ſpall not be Judged; Con- 
demm not, and ye ſball not be Condemned; For- 
give, and ye ſhall be Forgiven, Luk. 6. 27. 
c. The Apoſtle St. Paul reckons theſe 
amongſt the works of the Fleſh, Gal. 
5. 20, 21. Hatred, Variance, Emulations, 
track. Serife, ; Sedit ions, Euryings, and 
ſach like ; and pronounceth, that they which 
do ſuel things, ſhall not inherit the, Ringdom 
of God. And St. John ſaith, 1 Joh. 3, 
14, 15. He that loveth not his Brot. er, abid . 
eth in Death: Whoſoever hateth his Brother, 
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You ſee plain 7 that you are not able to 
bring your {elf to live according to thoſe 


Rules which you could wiſh; and why, 


- 


then ſhould you be angry with others, if 
they do not liye juſt as you would have 
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out the Mote out of thy Brother's Eye, Matt. 
7. 5. let us therefore bear one anothers Bur- 
thens, Gal. 6. 2. for there is no body 


withour | fault. 


And then farther let us endeavour 10 


keep our ſelves from Slandering, and Ca- 


lumniating of others, by not being too cu- 
rious ii enquiring into the Words, and 
Actions, and Lives of our Neighbours; 
for what, O Man, is it to thee, what ano- 
ther ſays or does? Who art thou that judge 


eſt another Mans & erbaut? To his own Aa 
ter, he fandeth or falleth, Rom, 14, 4. 


Do thy beit, to give a good account of 
thine own Words and Actions to God; 

and he alſo is obliged to render an account 
of his to the ſame God, to whom all things. 
are naked and open; he ſees all things 
under the Sun, and knows what every ohe 
thinks and defires, and to what end they 


direct their Actions; ; tliereſore commit 


all to him, reſt contented, and do not diſ- 
quiet thy ſelf with others cares. 


The PRAYER 


{ * Lord our - moſt. Meri; ful Father, who tn 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt haſt called me to. 
Ferndl Life, am frgiven me all my fi We 
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let thy Holy Spirit alſo direct and rule my 
Heart, that I may daily perſevere in 4 true 
| Repentance, continually ſtrive againſt my fins, 
and increaſe more and more in all vertuous and 
godly living. And for as much as my onn 
ſtrength i not ſufficient to contend againſt ſo 
many Enemies, and to bring my good purpoſes 
2 0 effect, do thou, O Lord , ort h 2 | 
= - Right Hand to aſſiſt me, leſt I faint is the 
=. Warfare, and Satan get the Dominion 
= Thou, O Lord, reſiſteſt the Proud, but giv- 
-— eſt Grace to the Humble: The proud in 2 
® i an Abomination to thee, vouchſafe ne 
=. therefore, O Lord, an humble Spirit, woid 
=_: of all High-mindedueſs, according to the ex- 
= ample of our Bleſſed Lord, who being in the 
form of God, humbled himſelf even to the 
- Death of the Croſs, that he might exalt us 
unto everlaſting life: Make me to conſider 
that I am but Duſt and Aſhes, and haut 
= no reaſon to lift up my {7 5 let me nt 
= &#e proud of thoſe gifts which thou haſt te- 
= - ſtowed on me, and ſcornfully deſpiſe others, 
| but confeſs that whatever good ts in mt, 
T have received it all from thee. 
O Lord, naked came I out of my Mathers 
Womb, but thou haſtgboantifully given mt, 
Bat and Drink, Cloathing aud e 
| 43 
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ind all things neceſſary for the preſervation 
0 15 life. Make me to be contented with 


- * 


aily Bread, hat my Mind may never 
poſſeſsd with Covetouſneſs : But may, 
remember, that ] muſt go out of this World 
ultd as 1 came, and therefore may lay up 
my Treaſure in Heaven, which I may en. 
joy to all Eternity: „ 
And becauſe I know that in me dwelleth 
n good thing, and the Fleſh always Luſtech 
75 the Spirit, and is daily enticing me. 
y the pleaſures of ths World; Grant 0 
rd, that by the aſſiſtance of. thy Holy Spirit, 
may crucifie and mortifie the Fleſh, with 
rs Aﬀettions and Lifts, and may live ſober- 
1,-rigEteouſly and godly in this preſent, 
orld, 'and ſerve thee in pureneſs of Spirit 
, 4 * 
Grant alſo, that according. to thy Com- 
ind and Example, we may love one another; Dh.” 
wot ont of our Hearts all bitterneſs and © 2 
dice, that the Sun may never go down, 
pon our Wrath, but that we may do == 
) thoſe that hate us, and forgive all thit _ - 
we offended u... 
Lord, I beſeech thee, tale from me Pride "1. 


give me the Spirit of Humility :  Ex-, 
, By, > - a 4 3 | p „ | ; <5 *$ -- 7; * - _—— 
muifh in me the deſires of the Fleſh, and = 1 
fame } Heart with the love of thee . Caſt | 3 at: | _ 
F . . 4 { | ; | Ss 2 > ; 5 

t of my Mira, the fury of Anger, and in 


100 Sennertus's Meditations. 
plant therein the gift of Patience : © Remo 
be 


from me the love of Vain-glory, the bitter. ad 
neſs of Envy; and beſtow on me the £8 
| meſs of Charity and Humility, the Gift of g 
meek and quiet Spirit, which is in thy ſighi e 
of great Price. _ 


CHAP. XVII. 
A Diary of the praflice of Piety. 


UT for as much as the Exerciſes our 
Piety ought to be every day peri" 
formed, becauſe no body can be certain 
Which ſhall be that laſt day, when be 

ſhall depatt out of this Life, and every 
3 day, for ought we know, may be ou 
_— laſt: It will therefore be very uſeful wif 
3 have both in our view and memory the! 

| cCourſe of one day regularly dilposd, ac 
| - cording to the pattern whereof we ma 
J - tead our lives, that ſo every day we ma 
1 be prepared for an happy Deatn. Jo! 

Firſt then, O Man, when you aw al 
out of ſleep in the Morning, let you" 
carlieſt Meditations be on God; nor even! 
let any thing but the thoughts of Gol" 
firſt enter into yothr Mind, For _ 
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ns Meditations. 17 
of God being oncę = 
admitted into our Minds, will keep our 
all evil. devices; Think then firſt, that 
God will eaſily hereafter raiſe you from 
the dead, as now you are awakea'd from 
your lleep, 7 | 1 | > 
Afterwards when with open'd Eyes you -, 
behold the light of the Sun, think with _—_ 
jour ſelf, how the great Glory ang 
Majeſty of the laſt day will be, When ſo 
many hundred thouſand glorious Bodies 
hioing like the Sun and Stars, ſhall go 
jith Chriſt there Judge, like 16 many 
15 15 1 lite; and therefore mp 
| diligence that you may a r gne o ER 
hat bleſſed hamBay "9 3 1 
Afterwards revolve in your Mind that 
le Devil, lite 4 Roaring Lion, walketh 4 
wt, ſeeking whom he may de pour, 1 Pet, 

„ 8. That he was not far from you the . 
icht paſt, and had a deſire to hurt yo, 
ad could have done it, unleſs God a 
kfended you by the Miniſtry of his Holy 
angels: And withall think, that the. 
Joly Angels were encamped all night 
und about you; that now you axe riſing 
mm your Bed, they ſtand by you, and 
Wicrefore take care to behave your ſelf - . 
ireumſpectly, as being placed in the 
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our 
- put on the wedding Garment, even the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; and think hoy 
aſbicable it would be, to have a Mug 
| - © ,, Kilthy and ſtained with ſin, under a fa 
4 And clean Garment. gan 


Never undertake any buſineſs, unlel 
you have firſt humbly compos'd your Mini 
and Body ro Prayer: Thank God fron 
your very heart, that he hath been ple: 
: Ted to preſerve you the laſt night, an 
_=_ even all your life, from the Snares an 
—_ Violence of Satan, and to keep you. an 
= Fours from all outward perils and dat 
1 gers; and pray unto him, that he wou 
= mercifully forgive 1 all your fins, . 
1 the Merits of Chriſt, that he would p 
TLT.,ertve you and yours; all the faithful, a 

the univerſal Church, from the power ar 
ſubtilty of the Devil; that he would plea 
BM to defend you from all dangers of Bo 
1 and Soul, and ſo guide you by his Ho 
= - Spirit, that you may not offend him t 
| day by any fin; but that all your Thought 
W orde, az. e may be directed, 
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Sermertuss Meditations 103 
the glory of God, and the good of Man- 
kind; that he will pleaſe not to take you 
out of the World unprepared by a ſud- 
den death; and that if he ſhould think it 
fitting to take away your life this very 
day, he would be merciful unto you, and 
receive you to himſelf. ; 
Every Morning renew your Reſolutions 
of ſerving God; and as if this were the 
firſt day of your returning to God, and 
that hitherto you had done no kind of 
good, firmly purpole in your Mind, to 
love the Lord your God, and ſerve him 
only: And humbly pray unto God, that 
he would pleaſe to keep and aſſiſt you 
in theſe your good Reſolutions of ſerving 
him. In the Morning, adviſe with your 
ſelf what you are to do that day; in 
the Evening take an account of what 
you have done: And that you may have 
comfort at night, ſtedfaſtly determine to 
ie day well 

Having offer d up your Prayers to God, 
read a Chapter or two in the Holy Scrip» 
tures, and attentively conſider, what there 
is contained in it for your Conſolation, ge 


Inſtruction, or Admonition: From the 


Sacred Hiſtory you may obſerve, how 
: great God's anger is againſt fins, and with 
1 what terrible Plagues he hath puniſli'd 
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104 Scnnertuss Meditations. 
ſinners; and on the contrary, with what 
ſignal Rewards he hath recompenſed Ho- 
lineſs, and how wonderfully he hath con- 
ducted his own People. In ſhort, ſo read 
the Scriptures, as thereby to confirm your 
Faith, and excite in you the practice of 
Fiery. Do the ſame alſo at night when 
ou are going to Bed; and thus in no long 
pace of time, you will have read over 
the whole Bible, and ſo will be provided 
with a ſure Guide in the paths of Virtue 
all the days of your life. As Holy David 
faith, Pl. 119. 105. Thy Wordis a Lamp 
unto my Feet, and a Light unto my Path, 
The Law of the Lord is perfect, converting 
the Soul: The Teſtimony of the Lord is 
Jure, making Wiſe the fimple. The Statutes of 
the Lord are right, ' rejoycing the Heart; the 
Commandment of the Lord is pure, enlight> 
ping the Eyes, The fear of the Lord is clean 
enduring for ever: The Judgments of the 
Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
More to be deſired are they than Gold, yea 
(han much fine Gold: 'Sweeter alſo than 
Hony and the Hony. Comb Moreover by them is 
thy Servant warned, and in keeping of them 
here is great reward, Plal. 19. 8. &, 
/ 'Becareful therefore not to read the Ho- 
ly Scriptures out of Cuſtom only, and 
as it were by the by, but ſtay a while ig 
& 7 1 K . i 5 * the 0 } 
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Sennertus's Meditations. 10 
che Meditation of what you have read; for 
there is no Chapter but will yield very pro- 
fitable matter for Holy Contemplations, 
to wit, on the Wiſdom of God, his Om- 


nipotency, Infinity, Goodneſs, Mercy, and 
Juſtice; On the Corruption of Human 


Nature; our own fins; the Snares and 
Temptations of the Devil; the Puniſhments 


of the Wicked, and the Rewards of the 
Righteous ; on the frailty, ſhortneſs and 


mortality of Humane Nature; On Re» 


pentance, Faith, the exerciſe of Holineſs: 


On our Bleſſed Saviour's Incarnation, Na- 
tivity, Miracles, Paſſion, Death, Reſur- 
ręction, Aſcention, Interceſſion, and his 
Redemption of Mankind: On the laſt 
Judgment, the happy State of the Bleſſed 
in the life to come, and the Miſery of 
the Damned in Hel. 


Theſe and the like, as they offer them. 


ſelves, are to be heedfully attended to, and 
ſome time Meditated upon, until ſome 


ſorrow of Mind, ſome ardor of Devotion 


ſome act of Faith, ſome Divine flame of 


love ſpring pp in your Soul. | 
Having thus performed your Devotions, 


from which never ſuffer your ſelf to be 
withdrawn by any thing whatever, ſince 
there is nothing ſo ſerious and weighty, 
as to be-preferr'd before God, you 15 
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106 — 
then apply your ſelf to the Duties of your 


- 


s Meditations. 


Calling with a full intention to diſcharge 


them faithfully ; for the due performance 


whereof, you are not only diligently. to be- 
ware of offending God, either in Thought 
Word or Deed, and of injuring your 
Neighbour, but you ought allo to direct 
all your Actions to God's, glory and the 
good of others. | ' 

Firſt, as to what concerns your Thoughts; 
although the godly by reaſon of the Cor- 


ruption of Humane Nature, cannot avoid 


all evil Thopghts, yet be careful left you 
too much indulge them, but ſuppreſs them 
betimes, and be ſure never to bring them 
forth to act, nor ſuffer your {elf to be ſe- 
duced in your Aﬀettions to any thing con- 


trary to Honeſty and Piety, and which 


may in the leaſt alienate your Mind from 
the happineis of the life Eternal, Never 
ſeek after popular Fame: Be not Ambi- 


tious after Honours, Riches, or any Word» 
Illy thing, but more eſpecially do not pre- 


fer them before God: Be humble, and con- 
tented with a competency, and a good 
Conſcience; he is very happy, and hath 


every thing, who hath God for his Priend : 


He is molt miſerable, and hath nothing, 


who hath God for bis Enemy: When 
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ns Mi 
and little to ſteal into your Mind, as 
Avarice, Voluptouſneſs, Envy, Anger, Eu- 
mity and Hatred, and ſuch like, as we 
have before mentioned in the preceding 1 
Chapter, be diligent to ſtifle them in their 1 
firſt motions. + c e ni. a8 
As to what concerns your words and 
diſcourſe, ſo govern your ſelf, as always 
remembring that ſevere expreſſion of our 
Lord, That every idle word that Men ſhall 
{[peak, they ſhall give an account thereof in 
the day of Judgment, Matt, 12. 36. And 
therefore in your jeſting, obſerve never 
to caſt a blot upon Religion, or Scanda» 
lize any one, or offend againſt the Rules 
of Honeſty and Modeſty; So order al 
your Speech, that you never Scandalize 
our Neighbour, but endeavour to buileg 
Lim up in the moſt Holy Faith; to this 
end pray with David, Set 4 watch, ©  M 
Lord, before ty Mouth, and keep the Door 
of my Lips, Pl, 141. 3. There is no true 
joy, but what is joyned with the love of 
God, and a good Conſcience. We often 
iz laugh, when if the great danger we are 
in were rightly conſider'd, there is more 
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need we ſhould weep ; Let your Words and 
your Heart go together, and let both al- 
ways agree with Truth; avoid lying, and. 
oy E Fefraud none with deceitful words; _— 0 
a7 — FT ERR. © 5 


N 70h Sennertus s Meditations; 


ever you ſpeak of God, or Holy things, 


do it reverently and diſcreetly, and take 


not the Name of God in vain ; [peak ul 


of ao body, neither maliciouſiy ſlander 
any perſon whatever. 

And then as to your Life and Conver- 
fation, commit your ways unto God, and 
whatever you take in hand, begin it in 
his Name, and do all to the glory of God. 
Whatever you are about to do, think 
firſt whether you would . approve of it, 
if another did it: For why ſhould you 
do your ſelf, what you would not like in 
another? Whatever you hear and fee 


another ſpeak or do that is good and praiſe- 


worthy, do you endeavour to imitate it: 


But if you obſerve any one to do things 


for which he deſerves to be blam'd, beware 


leſt you do the like: Moreover, conſider 


_. 
* by 
8 5 4 
5 


whether you can give a good account of 
what you are going to do, before the great 
Judge at the laſt Day: Your own Con- 
ſcience will be a better Judge of your 


D Actions, than all the World ; and although 


Men are ignorant of what you do, yet fe- 
member that God ſees you, and that you 


can do nothing ſo privately, but your 


own Conſcience will be a Witneſs and 


à Judge of it. 


In the Duties of your Calling truſt in 
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| Sennertus's Meditations, og. 
God, and never attempt to diſcharge them 
by unlawful means which God hath for- 
bidden: Never think any thing gainful 
or expedient, which may in the leaſt hin- 
der the Salvation of your Soul. Do what 
Is right and juſt, and never prefer the 
- praiſe of Men, before the favour of God: 
If God be gracious to you, be not con- 
cern'd chang the World hate you» In 
ſhort, let this be your conſtant Rule, to 


* 
* 
” 


direct all your actions to the glory of 


God, and to the good and profit of your 
Neighbour, ſo that whatever offends a- 
gainſt this, forbear it, however goodly 
and ſpecious it may appear. In all your 
Converſation, behave your ſelf as becomes. 
a faithful Servant, that you may one day 
hear that joyful voice of God, Well done 
thou good and faihful Servant, thou haſt 
been faithful over a few things, I will make 
; thee Ruler over many things; enter thou. 
into the joy of thy Lord, Matt. 25. 21. 
When you are about to eat or drink, 
pray for God's Bleſſing on it, that it may 
1ucceed to the health of your Body; and 
take ſo much as may ſuffice for the ſa- 
tisfying of your hunger and thirft, At- 
ter you have done, render thanks unto 
God for all his Gifts and Graces beſtow- 
ed on you, and defire his Bleſſing may 
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g0 along with them: And when your 
Body is full, take care, that your Soul 
be not empty, but beg that it may be 
repleniſh'd with the Grace of God. * . 
All the day long, whatever your Em- 
ploy ment be, lift up your Heart unto God 
in frequent and ſhort Ejaculations, rend- 
ring him thanks for all his Benefits, and 
commending you and yours to his Pro- 
tection and Governance. F 
On Holy-Days, or any others appointed 
by the Church for Prayers or hearing 
God's Word, let no Buſineſs ever detain 
you from joyning your Prayers with 
thoſe of the Congregation for the obtain- 
ing publick and private Bleſſings from 
| God, fince our Saviour hath promiſed 
his gracious preſence, where two or three 
aregathered together in his Name. 
It is alſo requiſite towards our dying 
Happily, that we frequently receivò the 
Holy Supper of our Lord, thac amongſt 
other Fruits of this Divine Banquet, we 
may be Admoniſhed of our Union with 
Chriſt, and ſo be fortified againſt the 
fears of Death; for altho” our Bodies 
putrifiy in the Grave, or be any other. 
ways diſſolv'd, yet is there no danger ot - 
our being ſeparated from Chrift, with 
whom we are made ons by the Bond, 
3 | | ©; 
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in ur both in Body 
and Soul, and in the[ laſt, day, when our 


Bodies ſhall be again joyned unto our Souls; 
they will ariſe unto Eternal Glory ; for it 
is not poſſible that our Bodies ſhould re» 
main in their Graves, whenthey are united 
to the Body and Bloodof Jeſus Chriſt. 

Moreover for as much as none can be 
certain of the hour of their Death, nor 
promiſe themſelves to morrow, and that 
on our laſt hour depends our Eternal 
State, and that after Death, we ſhall be 
tranſlated either to the Joys of Heaven, 
or to the everlaſting Torments of Hell; 
it is therefore our great concern to be 
always thniking of that our, on which 
depends our Eternal Happineſs or Miſęry: 
He is a prudent Man, who thinks that 
every hour may be the laſt hour of his 
life : Such a one will not eaſily fall in- 
to notorious ſins, but will uſe the things 
of this life thriftily, and look upon them 
as vain and tranſitory; But this cannot 
be done without God's aſſiſtance, 1o-rthar 
it will be very fitting as you regard your 
Eternal Salvation, to pour out your Fray- 
es unto God with ardent Aﬀections far 
his direction and aſſiſtance in fuch a foray 
as is at the cud of this Chapter, or any _ 

1 other 


of the Holy Spirit F but wh 
we ſtill remain united to him 


Wh bo. 
N 5 


in the life Pythagoras hath thus rendred : 


| withdrawn from my fight, and my Wig 7 
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 Sennertns's Meditations. 


Mer that ſuits your Devotion. 


When the day is finiſhed before you go to 
ſleep, be ſure you never omit to examine your 
own Conſcience, which judging of the Con- 
ſcience, being à thing ſo very uſeful, was 
even by the Heathen much approv'd of, 
ſo that it will be afſhame for Chriſtians to 
come behind them in the ftudy of Vertut, 
and will hereafterbe very dangerous. Auſo- 
nius thus reprſeents Pythagoras examining the 
actions ofthe paſt day, which Mr. you 


Nor ſ»ffers ſleep te ſeize bis eyes, before Rp 
All ad of that long day be bathrungre; , 


What things were miſt, what done in time, what 1 


Why here Reſpect, or Reaſon there forgot; © 
Why kept — Opinion eee 1 ; 
A beggar ; why with broken paſſion griev d? 
What wiſh'd which bad been better not deſir d; 
Why Profit before Honeſty requir d; | 

If any by ſome Speech or Look offended, _ 

Why Nature more than Diſcipline attended? 


All deeds and words thus ſearcht from morn till night; | 


He ſorrows for the ill, reward; the right. 


'This Examination of the Conſcience; 


Seneca did not omit even , amongft the 


Noiſe and Diſtractions of the Court: 7 : 
- »ſe, ſaith he, this Authority, and daily plead 
my Cauſe with my Self ; when the Light 3 


1 
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ſilent, being now inured to this cuſtom, 
examine with my ſelf the whole day paſt, and 
review all that I have ſaid or done: Thids 
nothing from my own Scrutiny. I paſs by 
nothing; for why ſhould ] fear any thing by 
reaſon of my Errors? Muhen as I can (a, 
fee that thou doſt it no more, and for this time 
I will pardon thee, Sen. Lib. 3. de Ira. Cap. 
36. Much more neceſſary then will it be 
tor thee, O Chriſtian, to recall to your. 
Mind every day what things you have 
done, and compare them with what you 
did the day before; when Evening comes 
to ſummon your Conſcience to Judgment; 
to ſet in order the miſcarriages of the day 
paſt, to ſee what things you have omit. 
ted, that you ought to have done; what you, 
are to do the day following, and what you 
are to beware of: Nor is this a buſineſs 
of ſmall importance: For although our 
If fleep may be quiet and pleafing without 
i, yer it can never be ſafe, He only 
„ reſts ſecurely, that is reconciled. unto his 
I God, and hath adjuſted his, Accounts -avirh. - 
e, him, fo that whether he dies in the Night, 
6s er awakens in the. Morning, be is ſure to, 
7 |} bave God propitious to him But it is 
4 || mott impudent Rathneſs, moſt pernicious 
% Preſumptiog, to indulge your ſelf in fleep; 
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® anime 's Meditations. NOS 
"Four Conſcience wounded in the day by fin; 
and not made whole again by Repentance- 
For ſhould Death ſeize on you in your 
ſleep, before you are reſtor d to God's fa- 
vour by Repentence, whither will your 
Soul go? They therefore very fooliſhly con- 
ſult their own Welfare, who ſpend the 
Evening in Drunkenneſs and Jollity, and 
when they are ſatiated with Wine and 
Mirth, and Reſt invites them, they go the 
next way to their Beds, and are ſoon quite 


* 


overcome with ſleep: Such precipitancy 
as this, is moſt deſperate Madneſs, If theres 


fore you would have your Sleep quiet, 


and without fear, firſt examine your own 
Conſcience, bring to Bae remembrance 
the Divine Favours; it you have done a+ 

ny good that day, rejoyce and give God the 
glory; but if any evil, bewail ic, beg God's 
Pardon for your fins, and firmly reſolye to 
live better for the future: But if you do 
not daily follow this courſe, and that not 
negligently, but with care and diligence, 
the ſame ſins, after divers months and yeats 
are paſt, will ſtill live and thrive in you: 

| Whereas on the contrary, ſuch an examina- 
tion of the Conſcience is a powerful incite» 


ment to Vertue; he who daily examins 
himſelf, neither deſires others praiſes, nor 
ſtands in need of their Admonitions or Re- 
— . 5 prehenſions! 
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prehenſions: He: doth not ſeek after the 
praiſe of Men, but he hath the applauſes, 
of his own Conſcience ; for, {aith the Apo- 
file, Our Rejoycing is this, the Teſtimony 
of our own Conſcience, 2 Cor. 1. 12. And. 
thoſe Reproofs which he doth not hear 
from others, he hath within from himſelf; 
There is no one {9 cautious, who doth not. 
daily ; ſometimes. forget” himſelf, allowing 


himſelf too much liberty, or falling inge 


4 


the ſnares of Paſſion, Idleneſs, or ſome o- 
ther Vice, Now in the Evening, it is in 
his own power to recover his ſteps, and 
again ſet himſelf free from the cruel Bon- 


dage of fin : And thus every day reproving 


aud l himſelf for his Errours, he 
utterly extirpate the whole 
Body of fin in him. When ever you find 


will at lengt 


your ſelf to have tranſgreſſed (for there it 


no Man that ſinneth not) if you have not 


time for more, yet devoutly and from your 
heart ſay, Lord be merciful to me a ſinner. 
Have mercy upon me, O Jod, after thy great 


200dneſs, according to the multitude of thy 


mercies, do away mine offences. But it you 


negle& this Examination; and huſh your. 


Conſcience to fleep whilſt it is grieved, and 


zullty of: ſin; and out of favour with God 
four are ruin'd, and for ever undone; if, 
his niglit ſhould'be your laſt; and wk 5 


2 F 
"War, Lab * 
A 2 7 5 3 8 C ͤͤĩ Ü Üe re: 
a * N 3 — N MN 17 Wy 0 
2 Wy : * by, 
* 9 & 1 1 * 
by . I 2 
I x x 1 82 
- as ow) 8 65 * EE 7 
4 # * 8 
4 
0 N 2 ar - 
2 W 
* 
* 


1 


. * 8 * oY _ 5 AI; R UF r RCCC 0 n N n 

x Fs * EI $2 1 LIE * * 5 A W 242 <a By” n * N * * 79 8 * 8 W 3 * ap Rn 2 22 e A „ Ro 
Ne > mY LF AY » R 26s K Ez * 4H SST EIS 1 * en K 1 3 4 7 * 2 * * 8 * e WR 
1 . W + ns” I 11 Y n 77 \ * 
9 * 7 ＋ * * * 2 4 * R 33 27 5 

n * "59 RR - 5 2 + G EE WS oy, — 

8 * I - d "IS * 


4 


Sennertus's Meditations. 

ſecurity have you for your life one night 
longer? Now he frees himſelf from theſe 
dingers, who ſearches diligently into his 
own Soul, before he betakes himſelf to reſt, 
endeavours to appeaſe his offended God by 
'a lively Faith and ſincere Repentance, 
through the Merits of our Saviour ; for 


away from. him, yet would he die well 
and happily: And more eſpecially, if by 
any Temptation, you ſhould be drawn a- 
ſide to ſtrife and contentions with your 


Neighbour, do not ſuffer the Sun to go down 


apon your Wrath, but be reconciled unto 
him, and forgive him, even as God for Chriſt's 
fake hath forgiven you, Eph. 4. 32 
Futhermore it is neceſſary before you 
go to ſleep, that you read {ome portion 
of the Holy Scriptures, and then humbly 
feturn Thanks to God for all the Mercies 
and Benefits of the day paſt, and pray 
_ unto him, that he would mercifully for- 
give you all your fins, by which you have 

# grievoully offended him; that he would 
pleaſe to preſerve you tlie following night 
from the power and wiles of Satan, and 
from all perils and dangers of Soul and 
Body; and with your ſelf commend all 
yours, and all faithful Chriſtians to the pro- 
Vin of Ged. 1 


2 - . 
r 


ede, Menon. 1 17 


When you 75 off your Cloaths, be- 
think your ſelf that the time will ſurely ., 
aße and that for ought you know vee- 
ſpeedily, when you muſt for ever = 
leave all things in this World. = 
Laſtly, When you lay you down in _—_ 
your bed, let it put you in mind of your 3 
Grave, in which your Body is to ſleep * 
till the day of Judgment; let your Bed | 
mind you of the Earth that is to cover 
you; your Cloaths, your Winding Sheer 
in which when dead, you are to be 
wrapt; and let your approaching Sleep ' - 
mind you of Death 1 it ſelf; And as yo 
geſire to awake ſafe, and in good health 1 
4 in the Morning, o defire of God, that 
uv you may joyfully. ariſe out of your Grave 
I at the laſt day, and may with good a. 
ly © furance ſtand bote the Throne of Ch viſt = 
ies i our Judge; and at laſt when yod are 
y | going to ſlèep, lay; I will lay me down 
r- i peace, and take my reſt; for it in tho 
ve 0 only that * we hs in fa ( 
,"Plal. 4. 8. | 


4 me en 40 REIͤöͤͥ́ 8 
al F () Epe aud. moſt gracious Go, the e 1 
Father of cur Lord Feſas Chriſt,” who. © 
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ii ſafety to this preſent day, and haſt, de: 
fended me from the violence of Satan; let 
thy Holy Spirit direct and rule me in al 
my ways, that I may know how frail I an 
how few and evil the days of the years of 
ay Be, on, this I Indy 2p toy een 
unto Wiſdem: Forgive me, I beſeech thee, 
all the fins which from my Child-hood until 
mow, I have committed againſt thee, by 
Thought, Word aud Deed, and by omittin; 
10 4 thoſe good things which thou haſt 
cammanded me to perform. Have merty apon 
me, O God, according to thy loving kind- 
eſs; according to the multitude of thy 
tender mercies, blot out my Tranſgreſſions: 
And enter not into Judgment with thy Ser. 
/ vant, O Lord, for in thy fight ſhall no 


Man living be juſtified : And grant, 0 
Igrd, that I may ſpend the remaining part 
Im ime in working "ont my own Salvi- 
ion with fear and trembling, doing always 


Jach things as are well. leaſing in thy falt: 
0 


let the thoughts of death be continually 
zz my mind: O let the apprehenſions of 

that ſtridt account which I muſt make be. 
fore thee at the laſt day, deter me from Tranf- 


* 


* 


greſſing thy Laws, that I may fo ſpend every 
day and hour of my life, as if they wert 


4 


- the ft I had to live. Eſtabliſh in me 4 


: . 5 
* 
1 - E 
+ = 


Fall purpoſe of mind, to direct all my Thoights 


a_— 
o 


wy 


Words py penn to wh of thy Hos. 
ly Name, the good of my Neighboar, and the 


Eternal W elfare of my own Soul, O let 
me not dare to fin 93 thee, for the fake 
of any thing in the World, but grant that 
with a conſtant "reſolution 'of ſerving and 
pleaſing thee, and by à lively Faith in our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus C brif, I may be 


always provided for an happy departure aut 


of this life, . Ah! Merciful Lord, let not 
4 fudden death - overtake me wnawares, but 
enable me to War a good Warfare, to keep 


Faith and u good Conſtience, that jo where 
ſoever or whenſoever ' it ſpall pleaſe thee ta 


call for me ont of this World, I may follow 


thee chearfully, and without delay „ and joy - 
faly ſtand before the Tribunal — my Redeem 


„ Jeſus Chriſt, and receive that "Crvom of of 


8 which i laid 15 for A 


that love his appearing. 


0 Father of Mercies, and God of all Cons . 
ſolation, let thy Hol, Spirit never depart. 


from me, eſpecially when I am yeilding- up 
the Ghoſt ;, but vouchſafe me his Divine belp 
and Aſſiſi ance, to wanquiſh all the difficalties: - 
of this World, and all: the ' Temptations of _ 
the Fleſh aud the Dewil ;--'Grant me Grace 
to fix my mind on nothing but thee, by 
goodne fi = mercy, and to put my Trauft aud 


Confidence in the. alone Merits 1 thy Son = |: 
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120' Sennertus s Meditations. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to the laſt breath 
of my life, and then, O Lord, receive my 
Soul. Into thy hands I commend my Spirit, 
O Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; O Bleſſed 
Trinity, O Eternal Unity, ſave and defend 
ine in this life, and dt the hour of Death, 
O do not leave me, nor forſake me. 
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Of the more ſpecial and particular Fre- 
paration for Deut. 


Aving now treated of the general 
Preparation for Death, which is to 
e performed the whole courſe of our life; 
= eyen whilſt we are young, and in our 
=. ereateſt health and vigour: We now come 
to that more ſpecial and Particular prepa- 
ration, Which is neceſſary to be done, 
when we are worn out with old Age, or 
taken, with any ſudden and dangerous Dif- 
_ calc, ſo that we think the time of our de - 
parture is at hand: Hor Death, when we 
look on it at a diſtance only; doth not 
much affect us; but when we find it 
making its approaches near us, we are then 
very penſive, and diſtugp'd with the. | 
„„ thoughts 


Lacy 
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tations. 


of it. When ever therefore, O 


* 


© 


thoughts 


that Sickneſs is the Harbinger of Death 
and that you are now admoniſhed "ay 
Heaven, as Hezechiah once was by the 
Prophet, to'fer thine Houſe in order, for 
thou ſhalt die. Iſa. 38. 2. And rather look 
for Death than life: For the event of ſick- 
neſs is very uncertain, though at firſt it 


may ſeem but a light indifpoſition; and 
it often happens that the Piſeaſe gaining 


more and mor̃e ſtrength, doth unexpe& 


and of all ſerious Thoughts: 80 that as 


foon as ever you find your ſelf ill, prepare 
your ſelf for Death; for if you ſhould 
toon be well again, yet your Care and 


Labour would not be in vain; but if Death 
thould come upon you before you are 


vided for it; you run the 'bizard of loking e 
your Soul for ever; For it is appointed 

auto Men once to die, but after this the 

Jadgment, Heb. 9. 27. It is a molt falle 
and fooliſh opinion which hath obtain'd a- 
moneft ſome, that the ſick perſon will moſt 
certainly die, if he makes his Will, and re- 
ceives the Sacrament of the Body and Blogd 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: This hath, ma + - 8 
doubt, been ſuggeſted by the Devil, anke 
ſpread abroad by ill Men, tliat by wks 4 


the 


* 


Man, any Diſeaſe ſeizeth on you, think pe 
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edly deprive a Mas of the uſe of his Reaſon © = 
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might t frighten Men from fitting themſelves 


for an happy. Death. 


rts ; 


Now this 0 ere es Pg in two 


the ereof reſpects the dying 


n, and the 9 his Neigkbour. 
As to firſt; the dying Man is to take 


t care tc 
great he hath 


. reconcile himſelf to God, 
w offended ; and to arm hims 


ſelf againſt all thoſe Temptations, N. ä 
uſually happen at that time: Io this end 
it will be neceſſary for him to ſearch into 


his own Heart, and examine over his whole 


Liſe from the beginning, to confeſs and 


bewail all his fins to God, to pour out 
moſt Ardent Prayers and Sighs by the Ae 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit, for the obtain» 


ing pa 


rdon of his fins, and Reconciliation 


with God in Chriſt our Saviour; Exam+ 


ples of ſuch Prayers may be found in the 
» Penitential Plalms, the Prayer of Manaſfes, 


and the like. 
And although the ſick Man ought chief- 


5. 16. 
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Iy to confeſs his fins to God, againſt whom 
they were committed, yet it is fit, by the 
advice of the Apoſtle St. 


James, Chap. 


That he ſhould confeſs his Faults to 


his Brethren; to the Miniſters 6 
Church and Word of God, to whom Chriſt, 
- hath committed the Keys of binding and. 

abſolving ; ; of antine and retaining ſins 


bh 


which moſt trouble his Mind, and with 
which Satan moſt diſquiets him, fuch let 
him repoſe in their Boſoms, who are read 


Conſolations; for ſick Mens minds are 


ſelves: Tis therefore the fang the Mi- 
pray for the ſick perſon, that he may ob- 


1 9 9 * 3 


Satan exaltet thoſe, whom before he could 7 4 
Not fink down, that ſo he may caſt them 


belt, if you are innocent from ſuch and 
ſuch Qffences, and remember how many 
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And chief let him confeſs thoſe | Crimes 


to affiſt him, and to Adminiſter ſuitable 


many times not ſedate enough for Divine 
Thoughts and Meditations, and the Deyil 
is very ready to divert thoſe that offer them- 


* 


niſter of God's Word, and 


is Friends to 


tain pardon of his fins, and not be over- 
tome by the Temptations of the Devil. 
It often happens, that when Satan can- 
not drive Men to Deſpair, he then puts on 
another diſguiſe, and puffs them up with 

an opinion of their Merits: This Temp- 
tation is diligently to be withſtood : For 


headlong with a more grievous fall; 
Therefore, O Man, it ever ſuch Thoughts 

as theſe flatter thee; conſider that it is 
owing to God's Grace, and not to your 


others ways you have offended him: Or. 


"AY 7 
. 
„ 


5 
* 
1 
* 
* 


124 mertus . Meditations, 1 

come into your Mind, ſay with the Apoſtle, 
By the Grace of God I am, what I am; it was 
not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 
1 Cor. 15. 10. Aud not unto us, O Lord not 
wnto us, but unto thy Name give glorg, 
Pl. 115. 1. Remember that Admonition of 
ourSaviour : When ye ſhall have done all thoſe. 
things which are commanded yoa, ſay, we are 
unproſit able Servants; we have done that which 
was our duty to do, Luk. 17. 10. And that 
of St. John, 1 Ep. 1. 8. If we ſa that 


we have uo fin, we deceive our felves, and the 


truth is not in us, As allo that of St, Au- 
guſtin: Conf. lib. 9. Cap. 13. Wo to the 
mo#t perfect life of Man, if thou, Lord 
fſboaldeſt lay afide thy Mercy, and. examine 


| Wb If we read the Hiftories of dying 


Men, or the Advice and Counſel which 
the Holieſt Men have given to ſuch as 
were ready to depart this life, we mal 
find them all have recourſe to that of Da- 
vid: Enter not into Judgment with thy 
Servant O Lord, fon in thy fight ſball nd 


Man living be juſtified, Plal. 143. 2. If 


thou, Lord, ſbouldeſt mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who ſhall ſtand? Plal. 130. 3. The beſt 


Men in the World when they have been 


# 


jn the Agonies of Death, have begg'd ear- 


neſtly of God for Remiſſion of their ſins, 
nor could they expect or deſire Salvation 


* ww - 
from 
*# #4 | 


from any, but only from our Lord Jefas * A 


ſhould cotne into your Mind; yet to theſe 
Terrours you may oppoſe the Mercies of 
God the Father, the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Thong h your fins be as Scgrlet, they ſhall be a. 
- white as Snow; though they be red like Crim. 
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Sennertus's Meditations.. 125 


\ 


Heaven given among Men, whereby we mu 1. = 5 1 
_ A Maa thus n reconciled to God, 1 
will eaſily ſtruggle with, and overcome all 


the Temptations which are wont to preſs in 4 


upon dying perſons: For although the re- 9 
membrance of all the fins of your paſt life, = 
and thoſe too aggravated by the malice of *" 
Satan, and withal, the rigour of the laſt 2 
Judgment, and the Severity of the Judge 


and the moſt aſſured Promiſes of forgiveneſs _ 
of ſins, which as you, ought always, and in 
your greateſt health to remember, as hath 
been ſaid before, ſo, when Death approach- 
es, you ought more eſpecially to have them 
in areadinefs, the principal whereof are con- 
tained in theſe follow ing Texts of Scripture: 


ſan, they ſhall be as Wool, Ila. 1. 18. f, ! 
H, ſaith the Lord, am be that blotteth out thy ; __ 


Tranſgreſſions for my own ſake, and will not © 1 4 


remember thy fins, Ila. 43. 25. Let tile 
wicked forſake his way, and the unrighteous _ 
Man his thoughts, and let him return unto | 


VV 35 SE $4 Eo 6 bp 7 PM 77 

7 Stine Mee 
the Lord, and he will haue mercy apon him, and 
0 our God, for he will abundantly Pardon, 
Iſaiah 55. 7. I have no pleaſure in the Death 
of © him that adyeth, ſaith the Lord God; 
wherefore turn your ſelves, and live ye, Ezek. 
18. 32. As 1 live, ſaith the Lord God, 
have no Pleaſare in the Death of the Wick 
ed, but that the Wicked turn from his way 
and live, Ezek. 33. 11. Thou Lord art 4 
God full of compaſſion and gracious: Long- 
ſofering, and plenteous in Mercy and Truth, 
PI. 86. 15. The Lord healeth the broken in 
Heart, and bindeth up their Wounds: The 
Lord taketh Pleaſure in them that fear him; 
in thoſe that hope in his Mercy, Pſ. 147. 

3, 11. The Blood of Jeſus, Chriſt cleanſeth - 
us from all ſin, 1 John, 1. 7. 'The Son. of 
Man came to [ave that which was loſt, Matt. 
18. 11. This is a faithful ſaying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to ſave ſinners, of whom I am 
_ He is the propitiation for our ſins 
and for the ſins of thi whole World, 1 John: 


2, 2. Mhoſoever liveth and believeth in 

him, ſhall never dye Eternally, John 11: 

26.' Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 

away the ſins of the World, John 1. 29. 

He ſhed his Blood for the remiſſion of fins: 
= He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, he 
x4 . 9 br ulſed V an OuT 41 quiries, Ia. 53.7 15 3 
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Scnnettas's Meditations. © * 
He that believeth on him, ſball not be con- 
demned. © Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge © 
of Gods Ele? It is God that juſtifieth. 
* Who is he that Condemmth? It is Chriſt 
that died, yea' rather that is riſen again, 
K who is even at the right Hand of God, who 
e muktth Interceſfion for u. Who ſhall. 
. ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt? Shall 
K. Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, &c. Rom. 8. 33. 
2 c. The Lord is long-ſaffering to us. ward, 
not willing that any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to Repentance, 2 Pet. 3. 9. He 
would have all Men to be ſaved, and, to 
come unto the knowledge of the Truth : For 
there is one God, and one Mediatour between 
God and Men, the Man Chrift Jeſus : Who 
gave himſelf a Ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 2. 


— 


8 Yau are therefore in no wiſe to doubt 
of the Mercies of God, and of the Forgive- 
neſs of your fins; for the Mercies' of God 
are infinitely greater than the ſins of all 
Mankind: It is an Article of our Chriſ- 
tian Faith, I believe the forgiveneſs of Sins: 
So that if we confeſs our fins, God is faithful 
and juſt to forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe 
as from all anrighteoaſneſs, 1 John. 1. 9. 
Our Bleſſed Saviour invites all ſinners unto 
himſelf with the kindeſt expreſſions; ſay- 
ing, Come unto me all ye that are heavy 
1 7 7 „ tz Cu laden, 
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| 128 vertu s Meditations. = 
laden, and I will give gon reſt; Matt. 11. 28; 
3 | begotten Son, that whoſover believeth on him, 
EF” ſbould, not, periſb but have everlaſting 5 
Jol. 3. 16. Ferily I ſay anto you, he that 
eareth word, and believeth on him that 
ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and ſhall not 
come into contlemnation, but is paſſed from 
death unto life, John 5. 24. Hie that belie- 
_ weth in me, though he were dead yet ſhall he 
live, John. 11. 25. TI a the bread of life: 
e that cometh to me, ſhall never hunger; and 
be that beliveth on me, ſhall never thirſt ; 
All that the Father giveth me, ſhall come 
3 to me; and him that cometh to me, I will in 
.* no wiſe caſt out. And this is the Father's 
3 will, which hath ſent me, that of all which 
he hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but 
ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day. And 
E this is the will of him that ſent me, that © 
..= every one which ſeeth the Son, and believeth_ . 
en him, may have everlaſting life, ana 
will raiſe him up at the laſt day, John 6. 35, 
= 37, 39, 40. My ſbeep hear my voice, and I 
= | know them, and they follow me, And I give 
#nto them eternal life, and they ſball newer 
periſh, neither ſhall any pluck. them out of my 
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= ana, Jolin 10. 27, 28. For I am perſwaded 
3 that neither death nor life, nor angels, nor 
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 __ * Schnertus's Meditations g 
from the love of God, which is in Chriſt Je. 
- himſelf, as Paul and Silas heretotore ſaid - 


ſhalt le ſaved, Acts 16. 31. 
If it ſhould happen that your Mind 


| fin, x John 1. 7. J any man ſin, we haue 


the righteous, and he is the propitiation for 
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| to mind the examples of many grievous 


kicti wers David, 4 Murderer and an Adul- 
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any other creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us 1 


ſas our Lord, Rom. 8. 38, 39. And every _ 
one that is grieved for his ſin, may ſay to 


to the Keeper of the Priſon at Philippi, 
Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou 


4 


ſhould be diſturb'd with ſuch thoughts ass 
theſe, that though Chriſt perhaps made 

ſatis faction for ſome, yet ſure not for all, 

nor for grievous ſins; let ſome of the ſame Te 
conſolations be ready at hand: As theſe, 1 
The blood of Jeſus Chriit cleanſeth us from all 


an advocate with the Father, Jeſas Chriſt 
the fins of the whole world, 1 John. 2. 1, 4. 
He gave himſelf 4 ranſom for all, 1 Tim. 2: = 
6. Come unto me all ye that labour; and 1 
will give you reſt, Matt. 11. 23. Behold the. © 
Lamb of God, which taketh away the fins of 
the world, John 1: 9. 
And that your ſorrow. for your ſins, 
may not exclude all hopes of mercy, call 


ſinners, who obtain'd pardon. from God, 
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attations. © 
terer: Manaſſes a very great ſinner : The 
Apoſtle Peter, who denied Chriſt; Mat. 
. chew, a Publican, ſitting at the receit of 
cuſtom: ⁊acheus, which was the chief a» 
mong the publicans: Mary Magdalen, out 
of whom went ſeven Devils: "The Thief on 


* 


the Croſs: The Apoſtle Paul, a perfecutor I ; 
of Chriſt, who writes thus of himſelf; 1 
This is 4 e and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave (inners, of whom I am chief: 
Hlowbeit for this Cauſe I obtained mercy, that 
is me fir, Jeſus Chriſt might fhew forth all 
 long-ſ»ffering, for apattern to them which ſhould | 
bereafter believe on him to life everlaſting, 1 


But if you ſhould ſtill be tempted to 
think that you are ſuch a grievous ſinner 
thar all your ſorrow for your fins, cannot 
be ſufficient to obtain your pardon ; againſt 
this temptation conſider, that the greatnefs | 
of the Divine Mercy is not founded in your 
Aorrow, but in the merits of Chriſt : And 
remember what our Lord faith, Come unto 
moe all that labour and are heavy laden, and 1 
1 will refreſh you, and ye ſball find reſt unto your * 
__. . ſouls, Matt. 11. 28, 29. And Him that com- 
eth unto me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, Job. 9. 
37. To che porpole St. Chryfaore fats 
Wannen 
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Sennertus's Meditations. 13 1 
own repentance; for alas your repent ance can nes 5 
ver blot out ſo many fins: if you had nothing to. 
truſt to but your own repentance, you might 
well be afraid: But for as much as the merey 
of God is joyn'd to your Repentance, be of good 
courage, for that hath overcome your wickedneſs © _ 
For God is very gracious, and ſo merciful, _ 
that he hath not ſpared bis own Son, that he - 
might Redeem his ungrateful Servants, _. .. 
If any Objection ſhould diſturb you of a 
partial Redemption, or of God's abſolute 4 
Decrees, let his univerſal Promiſes, con- 


firmed by an Oath comfort you. God 
hath laid on Chriſt the iniquities of us all, 
Ifaiah 53. 6. I. hath pleaſed the Father by 
Chriſt to reconcile all things unto himſelf, 
Coloſ. 1. 19, 20. Chri# gave himſelf for 
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, 
Titus 2; 14. So God loved the World, that - 
hoſoever believeth in his. Son, ſhould not pe- 
'riſh, John 3. 16, He is the propitiation for 


the fins of the whole World; 1 John 2. 2. 
The Lord is long-ſaffering, not willing that - 
any ſhoald periſh, but that all ſhould come ts 
Repentance, 2 Pet. 3. 9. He would have all _ 
en to be ſaved : , There is one God, and .. 
one Mediator between God and Men, the Man ' 
wr. "i . 2 . : U ; WS 2 "= 
, rope > 
5 1 Tim. 2. 4, 5. Seek then for your 1 
25 4 2 3 Eo gt Th hs - » 1 1 
Election in Chriſt, and do not frighten 
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132 Scnnertus's Meditations. 


your ſelf with any abſolute Decrees of Re- 
' probation ; ſince the Father with an Oath, 
the Son with Tears, and the Holy Ghoſt 
by the voice of the Apoſtles have all teſti» 
fied, that they deſire the Salvation of all, 
even of thoſe that periſh: It is your part 
not to hinder the workings of the Holy | 
Spirit by the Word and Sacraments, ei- 
ther by obſtinately refuſing his Grace, when, 
it is offer d you; or maliciouſly caſting it a+ 
way, when it is confer'd; ſo ſhall ye be cer- 
tain for the future, of the love of God to- 
wards you, through the Merits of Chriſt 
received by Faith, and cannot doubt of 
your Election. - 2 
And now do not by any means miſtruſt 
the Grace of God, but confirm and ftrength- 
en your Faith by receiving the Sacra» 
ment of the Body and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
For when you ſpiritually eat the Bo- 


dy of Chriſt, and drink his Blood, you 


may be aſſured, that you are thereby, 
made a partaker of all the benefits which 
Chriſt purchaſed for you on the Croſs by 
his torn Body, and his Blood poured out, 
and that now, by the ſatisfact ion of Chriſt, | 
you are in favour with God, have your fins 
pardon'd and received the earneſt of Eter- 
nal Life and Salvation. This Divine Ban- 
quet is the Medicine of Immortality, the 
ee . es Antidote 
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; Scnnertus's Meditations, 1 33 ; 2 13 


„ 

4 Antidote againſt Death, the preſervative of,, © * 
x; life in God, through Chriſt, as Ionatins ſpeaks, : 
ſt Ep. 11. ad Eph. Nor let the ſenſe ot your 50 
; KF own unworthineſs deter you from partak=a © 
I, ing of ſo great a Treaſure, but rather re- * 
t member that our Saviour hath promiſed, 
ot to break the bruiſed Reed, nor to quench 
i. the ſmoaking flax, Ia. 42. 3. That he mill 
it, receive him that is weak in the Faith, Rom. 
4  4t. 1. And pray with Chriſt's Diſciples, - 
r. WW Lord increaſe our Faith, Luk. 17. 5. And 
» © with the Father of the Lunatick, Lord I be- 
a BW /ieve, help thou my unbelief, Mar. 9. 24. 

of And then with a full Truſt and Reliance 
on God, ſay with the Apoſtle; I kzow E 
ft WW whom I have believed, and I am perſwaded 
h. that he is able to keep that, which I have 
2» committed anto him, againit that day, 
4. 2 Tim. 11. 19... „ 
Wy Laſtly, When the Devil hath tryed all 
ou other Temptations in vain, he may per- 
y, baps raiſe doubts in your mind concerning 
ch the truth of the Chriſtian Religion, and ſo 
by | by ruining the Foundation, endeavour to 
ar, | overthrow the hole Superſtructure of your 
&, I Faith. Which if Satan doth, do. not en- 
ns ter into a diſpute with him, but conſider 
er- | well the weakneſs of Humane underſtand- 
n- | ing, and its ignorance even in natural M 
he things: And on the other hand, the in- 
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Sennertuss Meditations. 


finite Wiſdom and Power of God, far ex- 
ceeding our Apprehenſions, and his Eter- 


nal Truth, which cannot deceive nor be 
deceived; ' Call to mind the Sacred My- 


ſteries of our Religion, which were revealed 
Unto us by the Prophets and Apoſtles, and 


confirmed by Miracles, more eſpecially in 


the life of our Bleſſed Saviour, all which 


receive with a firm Faith without any 
doubt fulneſs; and pray unto God, that he 


would pleaſe to Aid and Aſſiſt the Infir- 


mities of your Faith, and aſſure you by the 
inward Teſtimony of his Holy Spirit, that 
the Sacred Scriptures are Divinely inſpired, 
that the Word of God and the Holy Sacra- 


ments humbly receiv d, are means appointed 


by God himielf to beget and confirm this 


belief in you. 


After the ſick Perſon is thus Reconciled 
unto God, and by a firm truſt in the Mer- 
cies of God, and the Merits of Chriſt hath 


aArm'd his mind againſt fin, the Devil, and 


other Temptations; it will be fitting farther 
to ſtrengthen himſelf againſt ſome others, 
which often happen to dying Perſons : 


Which will be beſt done, if inſtead of 
thinking any mare on Death it ſelf, he 
rather transfers his thoughts, and fixes 

them on the moſt Happy State of the 

- Heavenly life, ro which he is haſtning: 
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Senhertus's/ Meditations 135 © © 
be For Bleſſed are the Dead which die in the © 
ce Lord; they reft from their Labours, and their 

- Works follow them, Rev. 14. 13. For a. 
d though Death be the Wages of Sin, yet by ' 
d the Death of Chriſt it is changed into a 5 
n bapp N to a true life; by Which being 

h = {ct loſe from the Priſon of this World, 


from this Scene of Trouble, and from the 
je Chains of Sin, we come unto Chriſt: By 
r. the Diſſolution of our Corporeal Taber- 
ze nacle, we are Tranſlated from our Earthly © 
at Pilgrimage, to dwell for ever with the + 
d, Lord: By Death weleave this valley of 
a- Tears, this Dungeon of Miſery, and 
dd mount up to the Heavenly Jeruſalem, here "2 
is there is no crying, nor pain, nor Death, | 
Y but Ee y Hy ba and rejoycing for 
2d evermore : Hence the Apoſtle tiuly 
r- calls Death, the gain of the godly; for is 
th it not great gain to leave evil things, and we, 

d || to poſſeſs an infinite good? = 
er The ſick perſon may perhaps be fad ang 
melancholy, when he thinks that he muſt 
now endure a great deal of pain, and when 
he is dead, muſt be left by all his Friends "ll 
gion; but to comfort him againſt this lei 
him conſider, that he 11 the preſence”. .. 
of God, and the Divine aſſiſtance, accord. 
ing to God's promiſe, that the Bleſſed ann 
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136 Sennertus's Meditations | 
gels will on wait him, to conduct his Soul. 
tõ the Pallace of the great King; for they 
= are all Miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to Mi. 
+3 niſter unto thoſe who ſhall be Heirs of Sal. 
dation, Heb. i. 14. That as no Body is 
born into the World by chance, ſo doth 
no Body die by chance neither, but that 
Diſeaſes and Death happen to us by God's 
appointment And let him Meditate on + 
ſuch Texts of Scripture as theſe; Thas 
ſaith the Lord; when thoa paſſeſt through the 
Waters, I will be with thee, and through the 
Rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee: When 
thou walkeſt through the fire, thou ſhalt not 
be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 
_ thee, Ilaiah 43. 2. Call upon me in the day. 
„ of Trouble, I will deliver thee, and thou. 
-* bali glorifie me, Plal. 50. 15. Though T 
EF ' walk through the Valley of the ſhadow of 
Death, I will fear no Evil; for thon art with 
me, Plal. 23. 4. Why art thou caſt down, 
 O my Soul, and why art thou diſquieted within 
me; Hope in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
who is the Health of my Countenance, and 
my God, Plal. 43. 5. Whom have I in Ha- 
Den but thee? And there is none upon Earth 
that I defire beſides thee, My Fleſh aud my 
Heart faileth, but God is the ſtrengih of my © 
Feen, ' and iny portion for ever. It is good 
Per me to draw near to God: I have pur my | 
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Sennertus's Meditation. 137 

Truſt in the Lor d God, Pſal. 73. 25, 26, 28. | 
One Sparrow (ball not fall tothe Ground with». 
out your Father; and the very hairs of your. 

| Head, are all numbred. Fear ye not therefore, 

Mat. 10. 29, 30, 31. Perth, verih, 15 

unto Jon, 7 4 Man keep my ſaying, he ſhall 
never ſee Death, John 8. 51. That is, not 
only he he {hall not ſee Eternal Death, but 
alſo ſhall not feel the bitterneſs of the Tem» 
poral Death. If God be for us, who can be 
againſt us? Rom. 8. 31. O our God, we 
know not what to do; but our Eyes are upon 
| rhee, 2 Chron. 20. 12. The Lord knoweth. 

_ . how to deliver the Godly out of Temptations, 2 
Pet. 2. 9. Shall we receive Good at the hand of. 
God, and ſhall we not receive evil? Job 2. 10. 
Bleſſed be the Name of the Lord, 1. 21. Though 
he flay me yet will T truſt in him, Job 13. 14, 
TI know that my Redeemer liveth; and 
though after my Skin worms defliroy this Bo- 

ay, yet in my fleſp ſhall T ſee God, Job 19. 25, 
26. God is faithful, who will not ſuffer you to 
be Tempted above that ye are able, but will iti 
the Temptation alſo make 4 way to eſcape that :e 
may be ableto bear >, I Cor, LO. 1 % iv be ** | 
But ſuppoſe you ſhould feel ſome of the 
cruel pangs of Death, yet conſider that 
they befal you by the Will of God, tg 
E. whom the very Hairs of our Head are + _ 
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138 Sennettus's Meditations; 
thing in the World happens. That they 
are Tokens of God's Favour, rather than 
his Anger; for whom the Lord loveth, he 
chaſteneth, Heb. 12. 6. However theſe 
an are very ſhort and wang we and 
y them we have admiſſion into Eternal 
life: Our Nativity is attended with Sor- 
row and Crying; and our whole lives af - 
ter are full of trouble: But the ſharper 
theſe Pangs are, the ſooner they will be 
over, and then ſucceeds everlaſting Joy 
and Gladneſs: For I reckon that the ſuf-. 
ferings of this preſent time, are not worthy to. 
be compared with the glory which. ſhall be re- 
| wealed in us, Rom. 8. 18. For which cauſe. 
we Faint not, but though our outward Man 
periſh, yet the inward Man is ' renewed day 
by day. For our light affliction, which is lut 
Cr or a moment, encreaſeth for us 4 far more 
=. exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 
=; 4. 16, 17. If we diemith wo at oo alſo 
live with him, 2 Tim. 2. 11. We muſt 
"through mach Tribulation, enter into the King: 
dom of God; and the God of all grace, s 
hath called us unto his Eternal glory by Chriſt 
Jeſus, after that ye hade ſuffered 4 white, 
will Eſtabliſh, Strevugthen and Settle you, 1 
Pet. 8 Chronical Diſeaſes may per- 
haps be trouble ſome and painful for ſone 
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Scnnertus's Meditations. 1332 
moment in reſpect of Eternity: Therefore A 
wait on the Lord, be of good courage, and he 
ſhall ſtrengthen thine Heart; wait, I ſay, on 
the Lord, Plal. 27. 14. For though he 
ſhould ſeem to hide his face from thee for 
have mercy on thee, Iſa. 54. 8 His anger 
may endure for a Moment, but in his favour © 
is life; weeping may endure for a Night, but 
Joy cometh in the Morning, Pſal. 30. 3. 
If any ſhould be concern'd, left in the 
agony of Death, their Ears ſhould be deaf, 
and their Senſes fail them, and fo ſhould 
be deſtitute of neceſſary Conſolations; ler 
them remember, that the Spirit it ſelf 
will bear witneſs with our Spirits that we are 
| the Children of God: Likewiſe the Spirit 
alſo helpeth our infirmities; for we know not what 
we ſhould pray 14 48 we ought, but the Spi. 
rit it ſelf maketh interceſſion for us, with groan- 
ings which tannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 16, 
26. He is the true and only Comforter; 
who when our Eyes are darkened, inlightens 
our Heart; when our Ears are ſhut, will 
| ſpeak Conlolation to our Souls. Let them 
alſo attentively meditate on what our Sa- 
viour {aid a little before his Paffion, Now 
is the Prince of this World judged, Toh. 
FP. 16. 11. That is, he who brought Death 
* into the World is overcome by my * by 
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| Senhertus's Meditations, 

and condemned, and is deprived of all 
prune of - hurting: As allo; - My ſbeep 
ear my voice, and I know them, and they 


follow me: And I give unto them Eternal 


life, and they ſpall never periſh, John. 10. 


27, 28, And therefore he may ſay with 


David; the Lord is my light, and my Sal. 


vation, whom ſhall I fear? The Lord is the 
Frength of my life, of whom ſhall I be a- 
fraid? Though an Ho## ſhould encamp againſt 
me, my Heart ſhall not fear, Pſal. 27 .1, 3. 
Tea, though I walk through the Valley. of the 


ſhadow of Death I will fear no Evil; for thou 
art with me, Plal. 23. 4. ; 10 et 
It is often a great trouble to Men when 


they are dying, to think that- they muſt 


leave their Wife and Children, their. 
Brethren and Siſters, their Relations 
and Friends. But whereas this care pro · 
ceeds either firſt from that Natural Sym- 
pathy which we bear to thoſe we love; or. 
elſe from a fear, that our Wife and Chil- 
dren ſhould ſuffer damage for want of 


our Advice and Aſſiſtance: It is therefore 


fic in the firſt place to remember, what 
hath been before ſpoken of, Chap. 14. that 


we are to love God above all things, and 


not to {et our Affections upon any Creature 
more than God: Of this our Saviour Ad- 


moniſhes us, Luke 14. 26, / am Men. 
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come to me, and er I 5 1 Faber,” 3 
Mot her, ja V. ife, aud 7 e and Bre- 
thren,. and Siſters, yea, and his own. life alſo 
he cannot be — 5 iſciple. Neither — * 
uite ſeparated from our Friends by Death, 
fe we ſhall be again united to them in 
the other life; and not to them only, but 
we ſhall alſo enter into the Society of 
Angels and Bleſſed Spirits. In the Second 
place it ought to be conſidered, that à Fa- 2 
ther of the Fatherleſs, | and 4 Fades of le. 
Widow, is God in his Holy Habitation, Pal. 
68. 5. And therefore every one ought to 
commend their Relations to his Care and 
Protection. God, who is your God, will! 
be alſo the God of your Poſterity. Hear, 
what the Royal Prophet ſaith: 7 have been. 
young, and nom am old, yet have I not feew 
thee Righteous f, forſaken, nor his Seed begging 
bread, Pal. 37. 25. The generation of the 
opright ſbal be Bleſſed, Pal. 112. 2. Thos, + 
wilt judge the Fatherleſs and the Qupreſſed,. — 
Plal. 110. 18. The Lord preſerveth te 
Strangers, he relieveth the Fatherleſs and Wi. 
dow, Plal. 146. 9. To this purpoſe ſpeak - 1 
eth Moſes, % ying, the Lord your God i-. 
4 God. of Gods, and Lord of Fr 4 great 
God and mighty. He doth execute the Tude=, 
ment of the. Farberleſs and Widow, and love 


Fe: Stranger in giving him F ood and Ra- 
ment, 


— 


merti Mace 

LY; ment, „Deut. 10. 17; 18. And by the Pro- 
. Jeremiab. Thus ſaith the Lord, leave 

th Fatherleſs Children : I will preſerve them 
alive, and let thy N. idows tra in 55 Jon” 


1" 9s 25: 
As to what concerns the Body, the lick 


erſon ought to take what care he can of 
is life, ſo long as it laſts: For to live or 
to > die, is not in our own. pawer; as faith 
St. Paul, Rom. 14. 7, 8. None of us 
liveth to him elf, and no man dieth to himſelf; 
for whether we live, we live untothe Lord, 
an whether we die, we die unto the Lord, 
whether we live therefore or die, we are the 
| on. So that our life is diligently to be 
arded, until he that gave it, require it 
us again, and the great Ruler of the 
World call us hence: And therefore thoſe 
Helps and Proviſions which God hath al- 
= lowed by Phyſick and Phyſitians for the 
= preſervation of Health, are not to be deſ- 
! piſed. Though in the mean time, the 
ſick Man ought not to flatter himſelf with 
= certain hopes of recovering his health; nor 
ſhould his Friends put the thoughts of 


© Death out of his Mind, and confidently 
= promiſe him longer life ; for a Man thus 


perſwaded that his life is not in danger, 
win eafly be drawn off from fitting Him- 
ſelf for an happy Death; md - 
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ſhould ſeize on him, and not w ithſtanding 


it ſhould happen that an unexpected Des 
bis vain hopes, and the aſſurances of his 


— 
— 


Friends, he ſees that he muſt die, he would 
upon him, and might run the hazard of 
his Eternal Welfare: It is therefore very 


* * 
- 
* 


requiſite for him wholly to commit him 


{elf to the Divine Will and Diſpoſal, and 
often revolve in his mind the aforecited pal- 
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we die, we are the Lords, Rom. 14. 8. And 


if his Sickneſs be any thing dubious, he ought | = 
rather to be ſolicitous how he may die than 


- 


| how he may recover his Health, faying with 
the Apoſtle: This one thing I do, forget- 
ting thoſe which are behind, and reaching forth 


unto thoſe things which are before, I preſs ta 


ward the mark for the prize of the high cal. 
8 ling of God in Chriſt Jeſas, Phil. 3. 13, 14. 
We 


come now to that other Duty 
which, is incumbent on the dying Man; 
and this reſpects his Neighbour, which is 


twofold; the firſt is, that he reconcile hims 


ſelf to all, and from his, Heart forgive all 


Injuries. and. Offences whatſoever ; that he 


deſire forgiveneſs from all whom he hath 5 4 a; 7 | 


offended; and that he do not ſo much con- 
ſider how. injuriouſly he hath, beg 
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K 1 and Governours over others, do 
o diſpoſe their Affairs, that the Duties and 


and that Religion and Juftice' be pre- 


ſerv'd ſound and entire, after the Example 
of | Moſes, Joſhus, David, cc. C 


He who is the Maſter of a Family, 


ought to ſettle every thing under his Care, 
and think that what Iſaiah ſaid to Heze- © 


vous things they are, which he hath need 
to beg Pardon at Gods hand's for 
The ſecond is, that they who, are Ma- 


Offices which God hath committed to them, 
be fully diſcharged before they die, and thar 
they take care as much as in them lies, 
that the peace of the Church be ſecur'd; 


chiah, is ſaid alſo to him; Set thine Houſe in 


Order, for thou ſhalt die, and not live, 11a, _ 


38. 1. And therefore let him endeavour 
to put, all his worldly affairs in the beſt 
order he is able, and ſettle them accord- 
ing to his mind. But if it ſhould happen 
that any one ſhould be ſo involved in a 


multiplicity of intricate Affairs, that he 


cannot apply his Mind to them, and take 
care of his Soul too; it will be much bet- 
ter to diſpatch his Worldly Buſineſs quick- 


ly, or rather to caſt off all care for his 


Earthly concerns, and wholly give up 
himſelf go provide for the Eternal g 


of his Soul: According to the adyice of 
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aur Saviour, Seel Je firſt the 1 -. 
Matt. 6. 33. 


God, and his Righteouſneſs, 
And Follow me, and let the Dead, bury their 
Dead, Matt. 8. 22. There will be a — 


left to order and diſpoſe the things of this 
World; but no Man can repair the loſs 


of. Eternal Salvation; which depends upon 
a Reconciliation with God: But if World- 


ly Buſineſs may be done without any hurt 


to the Soul; in the firſt place, let him diſ- 
poſe of his goods; and it- it be  needful,; 


make his Will, which ought to be plain 


and intelligible, comformable to the 2 
of Nature, to the Word of God; and to 
the Laws of the Country wherein he lives, 
that ſo there may be no occaſion given 

to his Heirs and Executors, to have any 
Litigious Diſputes and Law Suits after his 


Death: - And this he ought to do, whilſt 
his Mind, and Tongue, and Hand, car 


perform their Functions, and not to 'defer 


it till he is not able to make his Mind, 


known clearly and diſtinctly, either by 
word or writing: And indeed they do 
moſt conveniently,: and to the purpole, 
who make their Wills whilſt they are in 


perfect health: On the contrary they very. 


ll conſult their own Affairs, who put 0 
the making of their Wills, till ſome dans 
A ficke Ly them, and then Per 


hap? 
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and ſo their Minds become utterly indif+ 
pos'd for the {ſettling of their Worldly 
concerns. | 


If the ſick Perſon remembers that he 


hath taken any thing away from any Man 
wrongfully, let him reſtore it again to the 
right owner; or if he be Dead, and that 
cannot well be done, let him appoint it to 
be given to pious uſes of the Church or 


State, or to the Poor. For as St. Anuguſ- © 


tin laith, Ep. 54. ad Macedon. 4 Man 


is an Flypocrite, and not a true Penitent, if 
he doth not reſtore goods wrongfullj taken, 
when it is in his power to du it. And let thoſe 
alſo who abound in Riches honeſtly got- 


ten, take care, that ſome portion of them 
be given to good and pious uſes, and that 


amongſt the reſt of their Legacies, ſome- 
thing be left and aſſigned to Chriſt. More. 
over the ſick Perſon ought to look after 


ſuch things as concern the Souls of thoſe 


under his care, and to commend unto all 
ils Family, that Religion which is con- 
tained in the Word of God, and diligentliß 
to exhort them to a Holy life, to the leye 
and ſervice of God: Although as it hath _ 
been laid, ſuch things wete better to be or- 

dertd, and provided for, when we are 


Sennertus Meditation. „ 
haps they are ſuddenly taken out of the 
World, or the Diſeaſe cauſes a Frenzie, 
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Ss Meditations, 147 


and in good Health; becauſe Death takes 


away many on a ſudden, and ſome Diſ- 
eaſes are of ſuch a Nature, that they pre- 


ſently deprive a Man of the power of 
thinking on, and ordering ſuch things; 


fo that it will be moſt ſafe and prudent 
for the ſick Perſon to put off all thoughts 
of Earthly things, and not to diſtract him- 


ſelf with any cares, but to fix his Mind 


age out of this life. 


* F 


gle with the pangs of Death; laying aſide 


all Worldly cares, let him intirely ſubmit 


HF 


7 
5 2 


himſelf to God's Will, and in no wiſe with- 
ſtand, it and ſay, Father, thy Will be done, 
whether it be by Life or by Death: And 


then let him endeavour that he may die 


25 


in the Faith of Chriſt, and reſt in the Lord; 
that is, let him give himſelf up wholly 


to the Grace and Mercy of God, in the 
| Merits of Chriſt, and to che conſolations of 
the Holy Spirit: For ſince in that laſt 


hour, this World and all things in it, 
Friends and Relations, Riches and Plea- 


4 


ſures, and what ever elſe is taking and 
. 


elightful, muſt be quite abandon 


ry 
4% 
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wholly upon God, and on his happy pal: 
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And now when the ſick Man finds his 
end approaching, that the time of his depar- 
ture is at hand, and that he is now to ſtrug- 


is very fitting that his Mind ſhould bid 
. farewel 


13 


Me # 
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148 Babette Medirations. 


| farewel to all things here below, and 
Faith lift up it ſelf to God alone: An 


A * 


the Man being thus plac'd as it were out 
of himſelf, he ought with the moſt earneſt 


Affections, and with the moſt Ardent Pray- 
ers, and Fervent Sighs to fly unto 2 e 
Mercy and Goodneſs of Gol, and 
with David, My Fleſh and my Heart led 


but God is the ftrength of my Heart, and 
* portion for ever, Plal. 73. 26. 1 
ee my truſt; let ne ne- 


ver be put to Confuſion: Deliver me in 22 a 


O Lord do I put 


R. ghroasmeſs, R 
And then at laſt when he 1 is juft 


out of the World, let him i en 
Soul unto God, 26 unto a faithful Crea- 
tour, and moſt Merciful Saviour, and hay 


, with Chriſt, Father, into thy Hands I com. 


mend my Spirit, Luk. 23. 46. And with 

St. Stephen, Lord Feſus receive my Spirit, 

. 59. f wy of the foregoing rrotha 1 
4 


tations ſhould be ſuggeſted by Satan to t 


ick perſon, when he lies under the agonies of 


Death, ler him not trouble himſelf to give an 


anſwer,bur commit himſelf whoſly to Chriſt | 
and depend only upon him, Ink perſevere 
to the laſt in pious Prayers and Ejaculations: 
As alſo thoſe that ate preſent With him 
Dught to do, eſpecially When they find his 
Senſes begin to wy him: For _ Prayers of , 


„ * Ga "+. 6 
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. 
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e 4 Dying Man may be viſited and 
alfi of * . of God's wy 


ogether in his Name, there will be be in the 
midſt of them, and that what [oever we ask n 
the Father in his Name, he will give it as : 
Now where-ever Chriſt's gracious preſence 
is, the Devil of neceſſity muſt flee before 


him: Neither can the Devil tempt any 
Man beyond what God permits him: Aud 
therefore every one ought not to be ad- 
mitted to the ſick Perſon when he is at 
the point of Death, but only Tuch who are 
Religious, who by Devout Prayers can 
commend the departing Soul to God; but 
ſuch are not to be ſuffered to come to him, | 
who may'in the leaſt excite in him an ha- 
tred againſt any Man, or a love towards 


any worldly thing: Or if they are per- 


' mitted to come to him, care mult be taken 


that they behave themſelves ſo as not 10 


.raiſe in his Mind any evil affection, which 
he had before laid aſide and forſaken. For 
a Soul that would depart happily out of 


this life, ought to be inflam'd with the 


love of God alone, and not to be mov*deither 


by the love or hatred of 1 Creature | 
whatever. 


And more eſpecially 1 let care be taken, 
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of Learni al judgment, that be 
3 rning ſpeak a Word in ſeaſon to 
the wearied Soul; that he may ſo govern and | 
temper his Diſcourſe, as neither- todeceive _ 
the departing Soul by too much condeſcen- 
tion and flattery, nor to drive him to deſpair 
by an unſcaſonable.. ſharpneſs and ſeve- 
"rity, but may bejable to "ſte and forti- 
fie him Sal all the Tempratiops of Satan, 
wi ich Divine Counſels and Conſolations. 5 


0 "The PRAYER © 
I. 


Lord Ged and my moſ RIS Father, who baſt- 
no ſent ume me the meſſenger of death, and 

la chaFiſed me with fickneſs ; 1 confeſs my ſelf to be 
* kee fon and that 1 bave oftentimes offended 

, even from my very infancy ; ; and therefore I ace 
| FW e that thi Ar is 17 ited on me, 
and res. 1 deſerve death it ſelf: But I beſeech thee 7 


thine infinite mercies, ' blot out all my tran{preſſions. 
Lond rebuke mt not in thine „ 
ti bot diſpleaſure: If 1 conſider what I baue done, bat 
J ſeffer is not ſo much: What I bows gammited 'is grie- 
von; what | ſuffer ts bot light; righteous art thou, 0 
Lord, and uprigbt are thy judgments : O Lord, deal 
„ with we after my ins, neither reward me after mine 
_ iniquities, but acording to rhe multitude of thy mercies © 
* think thou pon me, O Lord, for thy goodneſs: Thou, |, 
2 th and ihe horn of my Satvation: 1 


| thou bri ingeſt Anon to the Grave, and brin eſti ap; 
therefore 1 pleaſeſt to permit my Soul to ru main any 
in this Earthly Pen for thy Glory a” 

Ser vice, O-Lord, help thy affited Servant, and give 1 
me patience: But if thou ſceſt it fit to take away my Life, "= 
thy Will be done, and Jet thy Servant depart in 8 23. 
Protect me ainf all the remprations and aſſaults —_—_ 
Satan with. Shell of thy mercy: Grant that my 
aitth may not 7. ail me, nor My i 0p be ſhaken, nor tbe 11 285 * wo 
weakneſs of my Nature be-caft down by the terreurs , 
Death: but after my Eyes are dim, my Tongue fan 
ters, and my Senſes bave hft their. power and facul- 
ties, grant that my Mind and Soul may be comtmually 
Jon thee, and b; tbe Aſſiſtance of thy, Holy Spirit 
may be firmly * to thee, and w laft breath 
. I may commend my Soul into 17 
who liveſt and wignf fo cer and ev 
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Bleſſed Lord, e us 1, K bid farewel. to. 
this World, 1 , Thes (all mine. Thou 3 
relieveſt rhe Farther leſs and the Widow , be their Fakes 
and Protector: it is not for me 40 -intermedale. wich Ie 
what is thy prerogative; but give me Grace d uſe” 
Diligence to make my own calling and elefion ſure | 
before I go bence and be no more ſeen : 
© care Tcaf upon Thee: Be thou Þ 
of mine: : 
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this 


O Eternal Lord, I now ſee all thing 
leave me; but. do not thou forſake me, O my God. In thee 
is my truſt, leave not my Soul deſtitute: I flee unts 
thee for ſuccour; Make haſt to belp me 
Salvation, O my God be E. EF from * os 


this my 


laſt hour: 1 confeſs indeed I am not 1 6 to be called 3 4 


thy Son, or eben the meaneſt of thy Servants, but 1 


—" my elf at thy feet, and fall down before thy Throne 


- thy merci i, and enter not into judgment with thy Servant 
T do not ay 7 ppm from thee, but humbly 
- coſe ſs them before thy Divine Majeſty: Bat © ateor 

to thy mercy vemember thou me, 2 tby gooduſi prog; 
Lord, ook upon my affliction and pam, 8% fo fot 
s, for the merits and Death of our Lor 


Jeſui 


haſt redeemed me with the blood of thy Son: O keep m 

Soul and deliver; me let me, not be aſhamed for I put 
my truſt in thee : O dear Jeſu, thou art my Redeemer; 
and my Saviour, tbou haſt overcome the World, Sin, 
and Hell it ſelf, that they can do me no harm: 


Lord, I come unto thee, do not rejett me; O do not Jeave | 


me in this my hour of Death: Into thy bands I commend 
2 Spirit: Lord Feſws receive. my Spirit. Amenz 
men. 
O Man, remember Death and Eternity; 
and whiſt you live here, conſider where, ate 


ter Death you are to o live for ever ee ever. 
TY 


in the hs 


0 Lord, my 
Grace: O deal with me according to the multitude of 


25 all 
my | 
Chi. Caſt me not away from thy preſence ſince thou 


